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The descendants of Stephen Cook Ballou (1845-1889) and
Josephine M Beach Ballou (1846-1932) played important roles
in the history of Wendell, Massachusetts. The Ballous had three
children: Anna Bertha Ballou (1871-1900), who died a few days
after the death of her newborn child, William Herbert Ballou
(1869-1943), a well known merchant, and Charles Martin Ballou
(1867-1946) a farmer, horse trader and politician. Charles’ son
Frank Ballou (1891-1963), was also involved in local politics and
with his wife Etta H Robinson Ballou (1894-1969) operated the
Brown Pitcher luncheonette and store in Wendell Center.
(Property currently owned by Apollo Compagnone). Their son
Robert E. Ballou (1922-2006) and Winona A. Bumford Ballou
(1922-1997) owned what would eventually be known as the
Wendell Country Store.

This collection contains clippings from the life of Charles M.
Ballou, “a man whose influence pervaded Wendell's town
government well into the twentieth century. Mr. Ballou held
so many political offices - often simultaneously - that he
sometimes seems to have run the town single-handedly.
Indeed, this appears to have been his own perception as
well.(1)

(1)Richardson, Pamela, Wendell, Massachusetts: Its Settlers and
Citizenry, 1752-1900, p. 263.
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i| - The Baptist meeting-houso seems to be
‘ undergoing quite a-change both inside and
t out, since it became the propesty of
Charles Ballou. The inside of the build-
- | ing has turned into a meat marketand
stare. house, The outside is receivinga
+-cont-of-red-paint.with trimmings_of white.
Walter Hover has gone to York State to
| visit his brother who lies.at the pointof™
—| death with consumption, -

Mis. S, C. Ballou has gone to Templeton
expecting to stay for the winter, 1

Mis, Anna Felton has gono to South
Royalston to reside.

Mormon Hollow school commenced
Monday, November 31, Miss Bachelder of
TtWendell taking charge of the school as
‘| teacher. ‘ =

W. H. Ballou is newly painting his
house wiflr a coat of white paint.
| _Ladies’ .Aid Society met at Erastus
Smith’s, Wednesday, December 2.

Willinm A. Ballou, who bus a new
h store here, wishes people to call in and®
see his stock of goods, and we béspeak
for bim a share of the patronage of the {
publie. - t
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Former Baptist Church during Ballou ownership (colorized image).
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A peseuliar case has just coma 1o light at
Wendell that bas caused mwch comweni

&mong the topnspeapla. Sevaral years ago

| & prominent Weandell man gave a pleco of
land to the Bapiist society as a » e for &
ehurch, bus stipulated {u the deed that when
the society ceased to hold meetings the prop-
!onr ahonid go back to the estate of the
~donor, The church was buils and Hourished
many years when the town was ove of the
richest in the county. Later the town lell
behind and the two churches in tha towa
me peorly attended antil the Raptiss
clurch was closed for good many YuATs
ago. Charles Ballou, son of the late 5. G,
Hallou, bought the title of the Jdenuvr of the
property, and on the ground that it bhad not
Ueen used for church purposes for several
ears al once ok posscasion not only of Lthe
and, but of the building, aud befure the
townspeople knew of the change, the church
was converted intd a meal market and pro-
Visiob store. The pews will scon give way
for a carriage house, and shus the old chureh
that hus defied the storms of Wendell hill
for nearly a century is now sdorned with
Slgus; “‘Meat Market,” “Carriages sauod
agons.” Mr Ballou has taken the steeple
offt-and also is giviug the builldiog a coat of
paint. O course, the society is upin arus
and has obtained evunsel aud propuses to

‘E tight for 118 riguts,

i
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Wendell Town Common, late 19" century.
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Springfield Republican, July 23, 1901

-
Mr and Mrs Charles Baliou and fonr
children were just returning from their
berry pastnre on the Blanchard place with
their gray colt and covered ecarrv-all when
the colt took fright -and all were thrown
out, ‘The colt and —
went home. Mrs oo was badly shaken
up. The rest escaped with slight seratches.
One of the bors in exploring found maraud-
ers on the field, who chased him till they
e A Y ‘E“'“’“F..‘-" hed very accept
. V. House .
:g, on S , the 14th. in e:chang;; hm
oF. was accompanied is
mother_mm aunt, wha Irtp. ing the
| summer with him. Charles Woodard and
| James Powers are shingling the town hall
hearse-house.

‘and the

' _The bi season ix now at irs beat,
The low are unusnaly fine and
abundant. and in many places the

i= “like a blue sheet.” The high o8

have an average erop.

Superi Clark of the Raprigt Sun-
day-school in Athol and Superintendent
Sweeney of the Methadist school in South
Arthol were present at Sunday-school Sun-

¥

Rev J. C. Wightman of Farler is to
preach Sunday morning and Rev W. L. An-
derson of Moore's Corner in the evening..

The old Dr Andrews place was sold by
gﬂﬁ Johnson last week to Mrs Josephine

. i » =

Mrs F an of North Prescott is g

ing a faw s with Mrs Wiiliam Ballou:

¥
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Springfield Republican, January 24, 1906

% ' FRANKLIN COUNTY. E
GREENFIELD.

Petitions for Annulment of Marriage.
Two petitions for the annulment of mar-

riages filed at the office of the clerk of
are the first filed since

courts
Clifton Field l!ls been clerk of the su-
Bo.rlor cm:rt for the county. Burnhill R.

is. of Erving, an emploium nt‘ghenlll-l‘l-
his mrri-ﬁ
Farley shou

Grunncld wag denied.
riage eemnony wn:l{rrfmod

D.
ee llr tﬁ:‘n <




5

>

Wendell Historical Society - MA « www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

SEFT. 98, 1907

GAZETTE AND. COURIER, GREENFIELD, MASS.
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The Wondell Grange falr last Byl
day was § success lo every way. Al

though the pust season has not been
altogether favorable to farmers, yel
a very credltabld showlng of frulta
and vegetables was made. On the
grounds south of the hall the rattle

and horses were eéxhibited. Amoog
these which attrdcted much attention
was o palr of oxen owned by Wallaes

Morgan, & hend of 1 tefny et~
Ahibited by Charles Jarso;

cows exhibited by C Cogmwell
and Nathan Bym and wlta
shown by Charles . A large
number of people we ent In the
afternoon and evening, some coming
from New Salem, Wendell Depot,
Warwlek, Farley, und Millers Fulls.
Supper was served out of doors nnder
the maples at & o'clock, and lce-cream
was served In the evening, A short
entertalnment was given In the evens
Ing. Among those who dréw ore-
miums on exhibits In the hall were,
the followlng:

Vegetables—Best collection, 1st,
Wallace Morgan, nd, John Quist,
|3rd, C. A, Cushman, Potatdes, 1st,
Wm, McLearn, ind, E. L. Colson, 3rd,
mm |57 Mr, and Mrs, A. M. Stratton,

-

L B e S e

e B B o i R

The High and grammar schools

| were not In sesslon Wednesday to

al-

low teachers and students to attend

10
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APRIL 25, 1919 2}'

WENDELL

Some of the holiday visitors in town’
were Mr. and Mrs. Walter Thomas from

T’m—z—ms‘mr—
%Va]ter Clark of Orange at G. E.

Clark’s, Winnie Sandbérg from Oranget
at J. A. Sandberg's. Roswell Woodard
from Boston at E. S. Woodard’s and
Miss Lillian Rush from Springfield at
] C. H. Jennison’s. - o — 1

Mr. and Mrs. R. S. Woodard went to
Warwick last week Thursday to the
gathering to celebrate the 50th wedding
J.annivers rents, Mr. and Mrs. |
| Ba.xter orden., _ _

Ray Imm Spnnz‘iflif
bas been visiting Mrs. W. H ckwood.

Mr. and Mrs. Burton Lockwood
vi'si(l:‘éd relatives in town one day last
wee|

Roy Allen received word Sunday of
the death of his mother Mrs. Lucy
Allen at South Royalston, Vt.

_‘ wis of Orange
at Nelson Plumb’s Jast wee

Chal Ballou has purchased |
the Cush place for a home. He has
lived at his abreixfnt home 42 years. His |
son, Frank, reside there after Mr.
Ballou moves. \a

Mrs. Charles Hibb rm is in Ervmg
with “her : = =7

The school committee met and or-
ganized last week Thursday Mr.
Whelpley’s. Mr. Whelpley was elected

chairman, Mrs. Mary ite, secret
-and treasurer, M. M. Carroll attendance
officer and Dr. Ji ohnson school physician.
State officer Joseph St. Martin was
in town last week Friday to meet the]
assessors. As -he was driving up
the hill his horse tumed, throw-
ing Mr. St. Martin -out, resling
the shafts and othervnie damaging the
carriage. MY, St. artin was not
injuréd but had to wal to the depot and |- !
get other conveyance. ‘

m....l.... - —

PYS PN

Py

q

Arthur Glidden lost a horse Sunda’y
whick he had recently purchased

11
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| MAY 2,-1919, = —
" WenosLL—William H. Ballou to
| Cecil S. Ballou, real-estate-in-Wendeli;
; Charles M. Ballou to Inhabitants of
; Wendell, the Baptist church property
so-called. ’ -
T H
l |
& S B

12
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Greenfield Gazette & Courier, May 24, 1919

WENDELL
rial Day kx
_Memorial day exercises will be held
at the church on Friday, May 30, at
10.30 a. m. The speaker of the day
is Rev. Mr. Hayes of Greenfield. £~
.| ter the exercises in the church the
-} congregation will march to the cem-
‘| etery where the soldiers’ graves will
be decorated. After this a collation
{will be served in thc town hall, to
‘| which all are invited.

—_—

-

Wendell, with the kindly assistance
‘| of out of town friends, went over the
top on the Liberty loan, and the flag|
| will ‘be raised om Memorial day.
| Leslie R. Smith of Hadley, master
| of the State Grange, and Arthur Falr-
| banks of Bast Templeton, a state dep-
/| uty, were present at the grange meet-
|ing Tuesday evening. After an inter-
enting program, Mr. Smith and Mr.
Fairbanks gave -heilpful talks on
grange work. © Ernest Putnam of
Wendell Depot, master of the Po-
mona Grange, told sevoral storfes and |
Mr. Ballou made a few bflef‘remarks.

©O. D. Baker held an auction sale of
stock and farming tools at his home
'|on Tuesday.

Miss Ona Bvans of BRoston spoke at
the town hall Thursday evening on

“World rmmoﬂ on.""

Imm nm- of Bpring-
mt't— M. Ballou's. |
Mr. Ballou has nwv rﬂ'mcl from
service overseas in the A. E. ¥F. !
- Sunday will be observed as memor-
Ial Sunday and veterans and 8, of V.,
are invited to be present at the church
services.

Mr. and Mra. W. FI. Lockwood en-
tertained friends from Springfield on
Sunday. Mrs. Lockwood is hoarding
three children from Springfleld, whose
parents wish them to he out in the
country for the summer.

Mr. and lln.nwnka;v of Athal spent
8unday with likey's mother,

Mrs, Katherine VanArnam, who lu-‘
been spending the winter with her|
daughter in New York, & at her old
home here for the swmmer.
C. A. Poland and friends from Put-
ney, Vi, wisited at G. E, Poland's on

Sunday. 1
Mre. Banford Glidden Is VI‘“InI
friends near |

Mr. and Kelly n]- N

Mrs. Reginald
c'o:\:d a little mon to their home last|

Charles ﬁ-llou has moved onto the
Cushman place and Frank Ballou has
mov:: onto his father's farm,

. BI of Crown Point, 1..
to become pastor of the dh
this plnce.

—_————

13
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WENDELL

We are glad to report that N
D Plumb is gaining. Mrs Bullock
came Sunday to care for her

Mr. and Mrs. Wood enterfained
their son and wife and their daughter
Marjorie for the wéek-gnd

The ladies’ have worked at the par-
sonage several days getting it in order |
i for the new minister who 1s expected

to he here to preach next Sunday.
!”"C M Ballou and F E. Ballou are
both having silos built. N

Mrs Maria Austin celebrated her
91st birthday Oct G6th She retains
all her faculties to a remarkable degree
and is able to do light housework agd
plain sewing.

Prof Waugh from Ambherst college
‘ is to be the speaker at the grange fair

next Monday He was a captain in
the World war and is said to be a fine
speaker. The committees in charge
are preparing to entertain a large num-
ber at the fair

Mrs Fleming who has been on the
- siek het-has a-severe-burn -on-hap-hand -
which she got by putting her hand on
the stove in u faliting spell* - =

T 3. v F T ;| r wWorFrsy x<.. r——™ € 3

ANF Pym ws

2 w3 L.

3

[ 2]

[
g PPV P SRRy Ry | & P y LY P m .ri
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WENDELE - - - |

Town meeting was an unusually '
quiét affair. C. M. Ballou and E. S. |
Pu€nam were up for moderator. C. M. |/
Ballou °‘was—elected, W. C, Brown}'
 rap _on  sticker fdr selectman,
'getting a small number 0f votes. TW0 |
| articles in the town warrant were of
special interest. 'The article relating
to raising money to finish the library
{ building resulted in raising $500 for
that purpose. The articlg,about fixing
the salary of town officers. resulted
in leaving the officers free to fix their
own ‘salaries. Town officers: Select~
men, Charles M. Ballou, Henry M.
} Haskins, -Albert- -C.._Merchant; over-{
seers of poor, Charles M. Ballou, Henry
M. Haskins; Albert C. Merchant;

Whe
town treasurer, Fred C. White; tax
collector, Frank E. Ballou; assessor
for three years, Ozro D. Baker; audi-
tor, Robert F. Wood; school committee,
for three years, Mary E. White; school
-commmittee —for—one ~year; —Joseph-- Io}
Perry; constable, Charles A. Fiske,
| cemetery commission for three years
Charles H. Jennison; library trustee
"| for three years, Edwin D. Austin; tree
'| warden, George E. Mills; surveyors
1of wood, bark and lumber, Charles |
H. Jennison, Curtis E. Tucker, Albert .
C. Merchant;. field drivers, Qeorge E. [
Mills, Lewis B. Bowen; fence viewers, |
George E. Mills, Fred C. White; license
vote, yes 40, no 20. ..
Appropriations? Highways, b $2500:

g’ snow bills, $500; bridges, $500; debts é

15
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JANUARY 21, 1927

~ WENDELL

There was no church service Sunday
as the roads had not been broken out.
Sunday and Monday, the roads were
broken with horses and Tuesday morn-
ing, the Orange tractor went from the
depot to the center so the main road
is in fine condmon again.

Sunday morning as Luther Daniels
was removing the blanket from his
horse, he slipped on the ice, falling un-
der the horse. The horse was frightened,
and stepped on Myr. Daniels several
times. As the result, he has a broken
arm, fractured nhs and - bruises on
warious parts of his body- where the
horse pped on him, one being on
the face, just under his eye. Mr. Woodard
carried him to the doctor, having to
break his own road to the depot. It
will be months before Mr. Daniels
recovers from his injuries.

The- officers of Wendell grange were
installed Tuesday night by Deputy
Clark of Moneague, assisted by Mrs.
Clark and Hudson and Mis
Bronsdon, the Iatber two from Oringe,’
Twenty-two came up from Orange”
on_a sleigh-ride.

The birthday of the worthy master,
C. M. Ballou, and that of Sister Lock-
wood coming this_week, both were
greaenhed with = bn'thday cake, Mr.

allou was gixty and his cake was made
by his mother who is eighty.

Glidden made the cake for Mrs. Lock-

wood. She might not care to have

—Al-scemed-to-have-

good time, and “it was early morning-
hours ‘when they went to their homes.

Owing to the storm of Saturday, no
services were held in the Congre%mnonal
church, January 16th. Our were
pretty well “snowed in” and 1t was
|f,hought wise not to attempt any meet-
ings. It is hoped conditions will
more favorable next Sunday and the
asual church scheool and service of ‘wor-
ship-will be held if posgible. The pastor,
Dean Holt, will speak on the subject
. already announced, *“The Problem ot
I Church Taion.” |

-

s ———
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WENDELL ~

The graduating exercises of the West
school took place at the town hall
Monday evemni The hall was Erettily
decorated with blue and ‘white, the class
colors. The pupils sat upon the stage.
A very attractive-program of music, reci-
tations and dancing was given under the
direction of the teacher assisted by Mrs.
Bartlett. Mrs. Wood, chairman of the
school committee presided, Mr. Holt
made the prayer, Mrs. Glidden presidgd
at the piano. Peter Wirth gave the
address of welcome and Thelma Bartlett
the farewell. Superintendent Carpenter

ve a talk to the school and presented

iplomas to Peter Wirth and Thelma
Bartlett. Mrs. Wood made brief re-
marks. The costumes worn in the
dances were very pretty and must have
takerr much time to make, After the
exercises punch and cake were served.
There Nras a large audience.

C. M. Ballou met with a painful acci-
dent Monday afternoon when he fell
from a load of hay he was getting from
the Cushman barn. He struck on his
head injuring his chin quite badly. Dr.
TenBroeck fixed him up. It was a
wonder he was not injured more serious-
ly than he was. He received bruises
and scratches but fortunately no bones
were broken.
| _ Mr. Billings came up Sunday as Mr,
-Holt had a funersl at the hour of service.
i The children took the greater part of the
- time under the direction of Mrs. Glidden.
i Potted plants were given to all the Sun-
. day school children and to five ladies who
lare elderly or in poor health, namely:
 Mrs. Blair, Mrs. Ballou, Mrs. Bowen,

Mrs. Whelpley and Mrs. Whitney.
| Gratitude was expressed for the plants.

i

18
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r. and Mrs. |
Morton Oliver.
Mr. and Mrs. W. A. D. Clark and
little Catherine
Turman of Union City, N. who have
been vigiting Mr. and Mrs. D. W. Field
have returned. -
L. E. Field of Providence, R.
I,is vtxltmg her son, D. W. Field and
Mrs. Field.
l. Mr. and Mrs. George Smith .of Mid-
-dleboro--are visiting at D. W. Field's.
Clearing skles brought out a go
number to Wendell’'s Old Home day.
The mo‘l;nln Lx;mgﬁlm mnnistﬁg ug;
remarks by ou, gongs
audience, Miss Leach and Miss Brad-
ghaw, reading bg Rev. Mr. Holt, and a
Chinese sketch by the children. There
were races and a ball game during the
afternoon. The footrace for girls un-
der 16 was won by Dora Taylor. For
girls over 15 Esther Holt was the win-
ner. Leon Weatherby won the boys’
race for boys under 15 and Warren
'l‘a.qur for \he boys o¥er 1B yeara. The |
‘ball game between Leverett and Wen-1,
dell was won by Leverott 16 to & The
exercises at the church in_ the after-
noon were opened by C. M. Ballou,
who welcomed the people to Wendell
He was followed by Bargeron’s orches:
; tra. Rev. A, A. Bronsdon of Bald
winville was the speaker for theafter.
noon and he gave a very fine address
on the “Memory of Mankind and our
Debt to it.”” There were songs and vio~
 lin solo by Mr. Bargeron.
ong those present were A. B
Brooks of Grand Rapids, Mich., who
Was born across the common from the
church 87 years apo. Other visitoms;
were present from Illinois, New York,

2o

L:rm

£l

o

LY -

:
3
.3
i

eft with the "clerk of the church two
7] 'deeds for pews in the church which were
over 80 years old.

Thomas Redway _entertained on
the common with his juggling acts, nnd
supper was served in the hall
evenmz entertdinment consisted of dunc—
ing by Alice Bradshaw, Mrs. Bartlett,
and Thelma. George Webster gave a
clog dance, Mrs. Brisco sang and Mr.
Slack gave a reading. A veri large
crowd enjoyed the dance which com-
pleted the day’s program.

Mrs. Leon Tnﬁor entertained her
- uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest
Brown of Watertown over the weak-end.

Mr. nnd Mra. Raswell Woodard re-
turned to Dorchester, Sunday.

f Miss Laura Stevens of Sprlngﬂe)d
spent the week~end with her sister, Mra. |
nry Champlin.

Mrs. Nelmn and baby of Connecti-
cut were theguestsof her uncle, Arthur
' | Glidden, and Mrs. Glidden this week.

Mr. and Mrs. George Whippen &nd
three chﬂdren of Dorchesater are stop-
ping at the Woodward farm.

Sume one shot and go badly wounded
” the colhe doz of Mr. and Mrs.

to be killed, o

Mrs. William Rose an aughter, |
Barbnra of New Jersey, have been

e guests of Ronse's sister, Mra.-§ (
Henry Ch-.mplm this week.

nrmrmn ararAs il

-
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- SEPTEMBER 6, 1929

their depsarture from town.
oMb ,

Mr. and Mrs. Le er of Windsor,
Vt., spent the
ot Leon Taylor's.

Nightingale of Quincy spent the
week-end at C. i} Ballou’s.
wfﬁ' and Mrs. William Lucia bave
n _éntertaining Mr. Lucia’s sister
from New York.
Dresser's mill has finished sawin

will move to Northfield. .
~ Mrs. Milton Wilder has been “visiting
in Johnatown, R. I.
Luther Daniels is moving his famniily
to Boston. Their friends here regret

P—

—

I

ﬁg& the week-end with Mn.\Chqlea
£

Mre. Crocker, who has been spending
the summer at Samuel Bartlett’s, has
T fiaaes Winnie and Julla Sandberg

& an San
-spent the week-end and holiday at their.
“hoime here. 5

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Tiylor and daugh-
ters, Marguerite and Elizabeth, spent
the week-end in Baldwinville, .

George and Louie Weatherby spent
‘the week-end and holiday at their home

. | here.

* C. M. Ballou will hold a dance ev

1 Thursday night, in the town hall unea

further notice.

chools in town opened Tuesday for
the fall term. . T v

“Misses Viola Brown and Helen Ellis

| have entered Orange hlg? school. Miss-
arguer} ylot and — Grace

es 1 a
Powling have entered the New Salem
academy, - LY -
Wafren Taylor, .Jr., won the ticket
entitling bimi to a fred airplane ride, at

Dr. Charles’ dance Tuesday night

20
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Old Gusard W,...

Ticket Headed by Charles;
Ballou Defeats Orange

Insurgents.

AVENDELL, March 4+—Hot contests
between the old guard and a ncwer
Insurzent clement in the town drew
out 130 votes at the annual election
today, the Jargest number ever polled
in the history of the town. In spite
of strenuous opposition the old guurd
ticket, headed by Charles M. Iindlou,
was placed, in office.

M. Ballon himself was clected {o
five oincc.,  madcrtor,  seleetiman,
cr ol the peor, meinber of the
bouird of hLicuith and assescor.

The contest for selectinan resulted
An a tie for third member hetween

Toberl \Woods and Georpe Do PPoland,
each receiving 64 votes. Mr. Dallou
polled the highest number, 70, wiile
Oswild D, Baker received 61, Another
election will be arranged to seitle the
tie hetween Mr. Woods and Mr. ’o-
land. The other candidates for the of-
fice were Alvin Fisk and J. L. I'crey.

Tremaine W, Whelpley, pr nt
town clerk, refained his place against
the efforts of Ifred Grew. Mrv. Whelp-
ley's majority was 2 Mr. Ballou was
kept in office as assessor by a major-
ity of 30 over W. W. Brown, his op-
ponent. In spite of {he dcadlock be-
tween Mr. Woads and Mr., Poland for
sclectman, Mr. Woods is secure in his
office of overscer of the poor, the
vole for that office having been taken
geparate from the vote for selectman.

The 2.75 per cent. beer referendum
was lost by a vote of 40 to 15. £

Ofticers’ clected: Moadcerator, Charles
M. Ballou: town clerk, Tremaine W,
Whelpley: town {reasurcr. ed D,
White: tax collcetor, Ifrank Bal-
Jou; scleetmen and hoard of health,
Charles M. Ballou, Oswald D. Baker,
tic between Robert Woods and George
. Poland; overseers of 1 1001,
Charles M. Ballou, Oswald D. asaker.
Robert Woods: assessor, Chavles M.

school  committee, Jmma
Jibrary trustces, Effic Bowen;
trce warden, George C. Mills: con-
stable, John Moran. 2.5 pcr cent,
beer license: Yes, 40; no, 15.

Appropriations: Town officers, $300;
schools, $6000; street lighting, $60; -
brary, $100; highways and_bridges
$2500; ccmeterics, $100; Memoriai
Duy, $60; total appropriations, 39000.‘

Al o el i s
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1930
Result of Vote

Selectmen

Charles M. Ballou 92
Lewis B. Bowen 108

Alfred S. Chapman 79

Charles H. Jennison 116

William Bowen, stickers - 62
Board of Public Welfare

Charles M. Ballou 97

Lewis B. Bowen 106

Alfred S. Chapman - 71

Charles H. Jennison 111

William Bowen 49
Town Clerk

Elias Richardson 139
Town Treasurer :

Mildred A. Glidden 129
Tax Collector

Elias Richardson 136
Assessor for Three Years

Charles M. Ballou 104
Auditor

Alton B. Wilson 87
School Committee for Three Years

Emma F. Grew 104

Joseph L. Perry 67
Constable

Glenn O. Ellis 128

Cemetery Commissioner for Three Years
Walter C. Oliver

Eugene Hutchinson - 23
Library Trustee for Three Years

Frank E. Ballou 102
Tree Warden
: Daniel W. Field 122
Surveyors of Wood, Bark and Lumber

Charles H. Jennison 104

Charles A. Lewis 109

Frank N. York 107
Field Drivers

Eugene R. Hutchinson 92

Ernest E. Taylor 92

Clesson Wyman 100
Fence Viewers

Frank E. Ballou 102

Ray M. Clark 107

Arthur G. Glidden 109
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T ~¥
Springfield Republican, March 26, 1930

~ WENDELL

Surprised on Golden Anniversary
* fWendall, March 26--3r oud Mrs
John Quist of thls placs were pleas-
antly surpriaed at the home of thelr
dauphter, Mrs Oacar Pettersen In
Orange, Sundny, where they'hnd been
invited. They found numerdus ather
rolatives gathersd who reminded -
them It was thelr golden wedding an-
| niversary, In the alfternoon about 100
triends dropped In to offer congrotu-
lations and best wishes Rew MrJohn-
son, pagtor of the Swedlsh Lutheran
chureh, of which they are members,
preaented . them lun- behalf of the
frlends wnd relotlves, $120 In gold.
il afr and Mrs Quist were marcled
Swaden and eame to the United
States soon  afterward. They frst
'] made thelr home In Connectlelr, latar
moving to Orange. They have beon b
| residents of this town far 24 yenrd.
3 Mra Mellotte of Marlbsre la stop-
t| ping with Mra T. W, Whelpley for
o Bn indefinite period. :
1
]

Charles Ballou has moved into ihe
Cushman place. Constable Glenn Ellls
will move Inte the house voeated by
3 | Mr Ballou.
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Greenfield Recorder, September 11, 1930
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Fnferprise=Jonrnal

ORANGE, MASS., FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1930.

Watching Politicsin Wendell

.owns surround-
ing Wendell are watching with consid-
erable interest the struggle hetween two
factions 1n that town, one led by Charles
M .IBallou, formany years chairman of the
board of selectmen and the other guided
by Ozro D Baker, former selectman and
up to within a few months a friend of the
former The recent report of the state .
auditors, who found many discrepancies
in the way in which mumepat busmess
has been run, as well as suggestions made
for correcting conditions, was .n the main
responsible for the feud which has °®

started It was indicated by the recent !
special meeting that the followers of |
Mr Baker out-number those of the vet-
eran selectman by a good majority and
0 3 a o ‘._e ]
the upper hand at the annual meeting
next spring If the situation continues !
as 1t 15 4t present, it appears inevitable
that Mr Ballou who has heen a town
father of Wendell for *he past 20 years -
will be succeeded by, some candidate !
favorable to the other jide  Politimans !
in small towns are temperamental, -
however, and change their minds, their '
likes and dishikes 1n short periods of
‘ime and such may be the case 1n:
W endell before 931 arnives ;
For many years Mr Ballou has had
opposition but when the annual meeting I
came his follpwing was suffiefent 1o
elect it e has heen a candidate
every year, for Wende!l sull elects ats
three sele.tmen annually  To bhe ac-
ceprable to the maonty each year 1<
much more difheult than to he favored :
evers three vears, bhut not until two .
weeks ago Friday has Mr Ballou's su-
premacy been broken  In the meantime
no dou!t, eTorts will he made to repair
the broken political fences and if Mr |
p Ballou fai's to do this 1t w1l be the fir<t
4 time he has failed in the past 20 years

~
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ORANGE, MASS., ENTERPRISE AND JOURNAL, SEPTEMBER 19, 1930

VWENDELL ) !

School teachers of Wendell, Iirving,
Leverett and Shutesbury were enter-
tained by Superintendent Carpenter ‘
and daughter, Mrs Thomas, at lheirl
cottage at White pond recently The
work of the coming year was discussed
and there was an interesting talk by
Mr Ward Refréshments were served
and the event was much enjoyed by all !

Beiween R0 and 100 grangers and
friends gathered at the town hall
Wednesday nmight, August 10th, to help |
Mr and Mrs Ballou telebrate their 40th
wedding anniversary: The affair was
planned by the local grange And when
members of the Pomona grange learned
of 1t they wished to join the members of
the local grange 1n honoring brother and
sister Ballou- Some friends of Mr and
Afrs Rallou, who do not belong to either |
order were also invited Mr and Mrs
"Ballou had no suspicion of what was |
,afoot and were taken completely by
surprise  Mrs Glenn Fils asked them
I'to go to Athel to the pictures and told
\ them Mr hs would call for them at
T30 Just as Mr  FElhs drove v with
| his car which was decorated with white
streamers, their son, Frank and Bobby, .
drove 1n and handed them a card which
said "You are invited to a 40th wedding
anmversary al the town hall ” The hall
was tastily decorated for the occasion.
An_entertainment was given upon the
arrival of Mr and Mrs. Ballow The
first number was a mock marriage In
| pantomime with Glenn FElhs as the
| groom and Ray Clark as the bhride As

Mr Clark s over six feet tall his weddin
dress was somewhat abbreviated an
showed his rolled stpockings to good
advantage The bride carried a bouguet
composed of carrots and other vegetables
The flawer girls_were Alce Oliver and
Genevieve Robinson  Helen and Char-
lott Robinson carried the train of the
bridal vell and Beatrice Blade was ring
bearer, bearing a large wooden ring
about three inches in diameter. Mrs.
Morton Ohwver as the bride’s mother
gave the bride away and Dariel Field

i -, ysing a large

mdil order catalogue for hid text book
After the bride and groom had gone out,
in came Bobby Ballou hearing 2 wed-
ding cake which was tfaked by Mrs Jose-
phine Ballou, who is past 80 years of age.
he cake:which was decorated with
pink and white frosting and carried the
inseription 1890-1930 40th anniversary
of Mr and Mrs. C. M. Ballou was decor- |
ated by Mrs Frank Ballou Following!

Bobby came little Susan Clark drawing !
a little decorated wagon filled with gifts.
Beatrice Blade held the streamers which
were fastened to Susan Benjamin
Coolidge of Orangé then made a few
humorous remarks and presented Mr.
and Mrs. Balloy with $15.00 in gold, a
purse of silver and other gifts in behalf of
their friends Mr and Mrs. Ballou
were deeply touched by their tokens of
kindness,and good wighes and after a
few minutes he responded with much
feeling. Mrs. Ballou also expressed her
thanks. Mrs. Cooper.of Athol and lec-
turet of the Pomona grange read a poem
which she had composed for the oceasion,
the audience singing the chorus. The
poem follows. ! '

| Forty years ago today, a young man and
a maid, -

them faithful stayed. B
We are here tonight to speed them. .on
their way 4
e Ballous are marching on.
Chorus: Sung by audience.
Glory, Hallelujah,
lory, Hallelujah, -
, Hallelujah,
The Balloudyare marching on.
The days have come and gone, the years
have seeemed\too short. -
For Charlie and hig wife have niever older
grown - .
They welcome us tonight as in the days
of yore :
‘The Ballous are machhin on
Chorus
With their friends and neighhors they
have labored side by side
The Town and Grange have y8
been their honest love and pride,
Tonight we give to them the guerabp
nobly won ) N
‘The Ballous are marching on,”
Chorus
In ten more years we'll come again to
weld the golden chain
In ten more years we’ll come again to
speed you on your way
In ten more years we’ll come again, and
once more we will say,
The Ballous are marching on
horus
There weré songs by Miss Alice Bristol
of Orange and a piano duet by Mrs
Arthur Glidden and Miss Thelma
Bartlett Among those present were
Mrs. kmma Cogswell, Mrs Ever Flem-
ing of Orange and Fred Jennison of this
town, who were 1n the party which
serenaded Mr and Mrs. Ballou when
they were miarried. Refreshments were
served and a wedding cake made 'by
Mrs Charles Hibbard of Orange which
was frosted with white frosting and
decorated in pink and green with this
mscription, “'40th wedding anniversary
of Mr. and Mrs. Ballou,” was cut by
Mr. Ballou and eﬁch one presﬁm: rec%ved
a_piece. r. Bargeron and son, Don-
aTg came ubMaT'Ad’ With™ Mrs Glidden at
the piano furnished music for the danc-
. ing which lasted until a late hour  Mr.
Ballou was born in Wendell and has
|always lived here. He is chairman of
the board of gelectmen and has_served
, on the board §§bout 25 years He has
| also held various other town offices. He
' 18 also master of the local grange. Mrs.
Ballou, whose maiden name was Brown
was born in Stafford Springs, Conn.,
| and resided there until her marriage to
Mr Ballou. She is an active worker of
the grange and ladies” aid society.
They have one son, Frank E. Ballou, of
this ‘place. Mr and Mrs. Ballou were
. married in Orange, September 11, 1890,
iby Rev. Mr Caton of Orange Owing
|

®
=

to the fact’ that Mr. Ballou’ has held
| dances on Thursday nights, the affair
; was set for_the previous night.

To each other gave their vows, and to,
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Mrs. Grew Elected

Nl 4

Famous Smoke Pipe Seems Doomed

The famous smoke pipe which extends
along the center of the town hall eeiling
and has been a town meeting dividing
line for the forces under the leadership of
Charles M. Ballou, veteran selectman,
and Ozro D. Baker, arch enemy of the
present administration, is likely to dis-
appear if ERA funds may be procured to
carry out a vote taken at Monday’s
annual meeting when $800 was appro-
priated for the installation of a new heat-
ing system for the hall. A committee
composed of J. B. Hartjens, Jr., Charles
Ballou and Curtis . Tucker was ap-
pointed by Moderator Joseph L. Perr
to have charge. So far as Monday's
meeting was concerned, however, the
stove * pipe served to divide the two
forces while the disposal of the 32 articles
was taking place. It was predicted that

zro D. Baker would be present after a
temporary leave of absence from Wen-
dell’s voting list, and he lived up to
expectations. Ile was the spokesman,
cheer leader and ring master of a group
of loyal cohorts who segregated them-
selves on the right side of the old smoke
pipe and followed his advice 100 per
cent. hey represented the response to
some active campaigning which had
been made for two weeks by Mr. Baker,
William Bowen and A. C. S. Raymond,
an Orange printer, who feels that
‘Wendell should have a new administra-
tion for obvious reasons.

Baker Is Reprimanded

Mr. Baker showed opposition
from the time the meeting
opened at 10.30 until it closed
at 12.30, first objecting to accept-
ing the reports of the town offi-
cers. He was defeated two to
one on this action and soon
afterwards was rebuked by
Moderator Joseph L. Perry when
he questioned the Iatter’s
honesty in counting votes as
expressed by raised hands. Fin-
nally Mr. Perry exclaimed,
“Mr. Baker, I was elected mod-
erator of this meeting and as
such I am endeavoring to carry
out the responsibilities honestly
and in accordance with the
trust which has been placed in
me. I do not propose to he
continually challenged nor to
be heckled for carrying out the
duty to which I was chosen.”
This reprimand served to elimin-
ate any further doubts on the
part of Mr. Baker with regard to
the count of votes but it did not
yprevent him from arguing,

& (Continued on page 7, column 3)

e

1931

Ballou Government Again

Wins Wendell Election

Bakerites Out In Full Force and Voice

to School Committee

The voters of Wendell once more gave
notice on Monday that they have cenfi-
dence in the integrity and ability of the

gentlemen who have headed their town,

government for a number of years and
particularly in Charles M. Ballou who
was re-elected to the office of selectman
and board of public welfare for the 82d
consecutive time. They gave evidence
that “dirty work at the cross roads'’ is
not relished now any more than it has
heen and that despite the result of court
decisions and the machinations of those
. who pose as ereatures sublime and un-
tainted, they remain loyal to those who
ave served them as they wished to be
served. Messrs Ballou, Lewis Bowen
and Charles H, Jennison were reelected
town fathers, defeating Alfred S. Chap-
man who ran on nomination papers and
William Bowen who ran on stickers.
1 In the only other contest, Mrs. Emma
! Grew, former school tencher and most
estimable woman, who had the support
of both sides, was elected a member of
the school committee, defeating Joseph
L. Perry by a vote of 104 to 67. Elas
Richardsen proved the most popular
eandidate, receiving 139 votes for town
clerk and 135 for tax collector. Mrs,
Mildred Glidden rzceived a fine vote of
129 in her candidacy for town tr

and Glenn O. Ellis was re-elected con-
stable by 2 vote of 125.  On the trapping
question the vote was 71 yes asagainst 81
no. Joseph Perry ved as moderator
in an efficient and impartial manner.

} CHARLES M. BALLOU
Still In Saddle At Wendell

(Convinuey Irom puge 1)

objecting  and discussing the
various articles as they came
along. Mr. Ballou took little
part in the discussions except
to state at one polnt that it
would be possible to argue with
Mr. Baker all day long and then
not satisfy him,

Ballou Forces in Majority

‘The Ballou forces were in the majority
and carried every article, The greatest
controversy arcse over article 27 with
regard 1o appointing “the selectmen as
agents to prosecute action on suit for or
in behalf of the town and to defend any
suits brought against the town or ifs
officials and with the authority to employ
counsel thereof,” which was carried by
a vote of 51 {0 85, The amount appro-
priated was $2400. The town officers’
sa]nr_ms were increased 25 per cent
despite_the stubborn opposition of the
Bakerites, William Bowen who ran
for the office of selectman was almost as
much in the limelight as Mr. Baker and
lr\‘ls \_dc’a”s fully coincided with those of his

chiel.” They were authorities on the
printing business, the coutts, parliament-
ary law and the art of detection, ‘The
oratory of the day was furnished by them
and they were given the floor until such
time as the Ballou forces decided to end
their fluent flow of words by calling for
the question and then proceeding to vote
it. The polls closed at 2.30 p. m.

Appropriations
Miscellaneous Fixpenses

Schools, inelzdiag nurse Sléggg gg
Old Age Assistance 2000 00
Boa' { of Public Welfare 5000 00
Snr "gfﬁén-?_‘ial auipme
Fir Jepariment 1‘0’8—56
Hea e Hog Bounty 25 00
Board of Health 700 00
Interest on Notes 200 00
State Improved Road 2 Sggggg gg
Memorial Day services 50 00
Bonding Town Officers 80 00
Workmen’s Insurance 700 00
Tax Colleetor’s salary 260 00
E]g.t.nctLights at  Wendell
epof
Tree Warden %gg 88
Old Home Day celebration 50 00
Centingency Fund 1000 00
Salaries and Expenses of town
_ officers 1260 00
Suppression of Gypsy and
Brown Tail Moths 300 00
Maintenance of posts and .
railings 500 00
Treating the Roads with Tarvia 1500 00
Bridges 1000 00
E R A or any Federal project: 500 00
Heating plant 800 00
Cemeteries 150 00
. Fire protection . 150 00
% _Total 831805 00
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1931 Wendell Town Meeting

1931 Town  MerTiNG PicTvaes
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Lx;‘ SPRINGFIELD, MASS.: FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 1931

THE SPRINGFIELD DAILY REPUBLICA

e —
BAKER CALLS FOR
RECOUNT AT WENDELL

Defeated Candidate ..F or
Selectman Calls For Re-
check :

Orange, March 12--Tt Is.undersiond
that Ozro D. Baker, defeated candi-
date. for the offfice of selectman In
Wendell, has petitioned for n recount
of votes, and action wilth regord lo
the qualification of the nine voters
who were challenged at the hectle
town-mecting held the 6th. These in-
glude Mr and Mrs William Ballow,
John W. Moran, Mrs Elizabeth Casa-
vant, Mrs Maude Lewls, Julian M.

Higging, Mr and Mra James Boland
omd D Fo A Chavles. sndvew Baker,
on of the petitioner, was nlso chal
lenged and was not allowed to vole
The legality of the actlon af the rag-
lstravs with vegard 1o the latter will
ne doubt he deeided at 1he trinl of
the sult which (5 pending in the sus
r?rlnr court in whieh Mr Bakér has
blought* sult agaiast sclecimen and
veglairars, Chagles Ballou and Lewls
B. Bowen. Of ‘the nine veters who
were ehallenged, soven supported Me
Balleu and two supparied Mr Baker
“Phe result af the wote for sclectmen
wias as follows: Ballow 84, BHowen 80,
Fiske, Jennison and Puinam 73 each,
and Baker 77, :
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Hatchet Still Unburied

It is difficult to bury the political hat-
chet in Wendell, judging from the atti-
tude which is being taken there by cer-
tain residents with regard to dedicating
the new memorial in honor of the Wen-
dell boys who served in the World war,
a part of the program arranged for the
150th anniversary celebration next week
‘Wednesday. Pressure has been brought
to bear by those who are out of harmony
with the present official family of the
town whereby .Orange Post, American
Legion, has decided not to conduct the
dedicatory excercises. Evidently there
are some who cannot get over the hard
feelings which emanated from the annual
meeting in March and are doing what
they can to embarrass the committee

i in charge. The dividing line seems to be

as sharply drawn as it was on March 6
and politics are not being laid aside by
any means in the efflorts which are being
made to celebrate this important anni-
versary.

It was not long ago that an attempt
was made to blow up the old millstone
which was donated by Selectman Lewis
Bowen for the memorial and which hap-
pily proved unsuccessful. The com-
mittee next received a letter from one
of the mothers of the veterans forbidding
the use of her son’s name on the bronze
plaque which is attached to the upper
part of the millstone and soon after-
wards the boy’s father sent a letter stat-
ing he would be greatly offended if it
were not used, incidentally inclosing some
money to be applied to the fund raised
for the memorial. The name of every
veteran is on the plaque. The opposi-
tion has made so many protests concern-
ing the dedication that the Orange Leg-
ion feels it better not to take part.
The memorial has been placed, however,
in front of the library and will be dedi-
cated. It is unusually attractive and
was conceived and donated to the town .
by the Community Service department |
of Wendell grange.” It was given in good
faith and none of the members antici-
pated the opposition which has arisen.

3/7/3‘
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THE SPRINGFIELD DAILY B‘EPUB[JCA

"WHEN QUI"SIWNED
: Mrs'L M.m& Whien

Kept From i

Greenfleld, Deo. I—Bn.mllln.tlmu of
politienl and educational aairs in the
HI town of Wendell agaln-.held ‘the
apotiight aa (ha’ hearing ®4fors Audi-
tor Walter L. Stevena of- Northamp-
ton on the petition for a writ of man-
damus of Mre Emma F. Grow, dl-
‘Wandell schoolteacher, who 18

secking velnstatoment, was_ continued
e Bl . Sinridens, secrotary of
lhl Wmdull lehoul m.l;:v. “raturn=

i
mhun wun«l for Mra O
SH4T the sl wasted Mre

qrew, iopt oft ‘tha Wendell tenchiny
foros, Mra. Ellla begun to scb conviul-

apd Auditor Btevens annou:
eAring would lake a brief recess.
Admlits Letter of Sympathy -
Thll mocolng. llr' ral
hor statoment

v cwn e vEmeEIORA B ER

! ine! chougne Mirs. Eiiia’ haa Brop
mation for &

ployment or reemplo;

i | teachers at the mesl

| committes June ' 13. Imitted

+| phening Mra Grew about the vote Lha
night, and writing her a letier next
day In which she nmmm ‘with
Mrs Orew and ‘referréd to
o tha Banacl commities aa
bouseclenning.’
H'W?Im Im- up th

i'ﬂuz 1 h?;mw“ I?-:In nfc"'
o Xira yrinne S2eich b L

Jater admiciod 4n Mea: balleved. tnat
M., Ballou, chalrman of select-
ou,

chalrman ot the achool commilttee, woa

3mck of the mavs to cust Mre drew,

+ \ Bsys Mpve Burprised Her

Bhe wiso ndmilled that tha  Propesat

ta umnhr nn married t

12, Aurprise at the .nmo lt

mmln.: lunl tlm ! lh time sho h

those Wha w-u "puuu -:l""mg‘
the. ‘married tecon-

getlag rid of Mra

oe Wolne tn comveit #m

ers as k mepns
Graw.

* Asked *Whether She Sill
Wanls. Murnecl Teacher

Iann
Ing the summer fith the other mom-
Bars of the sommittee-

anyons
lo the town maosting that if elected
she would holp get Mrs Grew dis.

o )
Admils Delng *Prejudited” .
Mrs Ellls docinred ‘she was “proju-
L. marriod. teachers .but,

Thomns,
of ‘Bchoola: DIM F. Carpenter, who
xave up n tenching position M ‘Waon-
«<all nt tho ond of !{F

p!lml.lbn of

+| had nevoer Investignted
the mlc bcu-:lnl nlﬂ'!.d uuchlu in

other towna 1o seo how Fule
wwked‘ uhu admitted. Bhe dlnlnd It
arm betwean her nnd

that aha wns . to
vots Ingt

the »
not Nunw 1hnt Buperintende:

penter’s onmun wouhd havae | li nny i
diffaronoe,

ndded.
uunr.innm: hlr Leatimony, I{n Ellls’

adml Qrew. was _the only
1 Hlﬂ huuldr;‘:n betn affocted
by the mn but denled It

to cust Mrs Grow. Bha had

othlng  pareon galnst i!li Qrew,

m nla but 'n.-ld mado nb inquiries |

B Mrs Crow wea n or a

po ?”mr:. Bhe would mot like to

ve tha rulo ohanged now, sho in.
o0d ' pretsed further

A
Falrhurst ' ne,to Whather she .ui’
wanted Mra Orew kept out of educa<
tional affnirs abe sobbed convulsively
riof recess

‘8- moman 3
she tcld of .gelng to ses Judge Hall
twioe, onoe *Bira - | and
agaln with' Mr Ball 9 did not
nak Mrs Horijons to go !th her (he
I o, B e e
ot
without bl knowledge hut

of ‘Wendell and thi they had hoth
been, tenants of, Charles M. Ballou.
t for thrue

 Roward Offored  *

Mrs Wobstir (Lena W.) Drown,
mother of Miss Bunleé Brown who
took Mra Ttuth Thofmas's _l:!.m- ns
teacher at Lha Ndrthwest ‘Sformon
hollow” school this year, m lhl 'n!ut

wi iz Brown

lived In Wendell- mumwhm

bean “poatmnstar rar n g:lt four
yoarn. Quagtioned by Irhurat,

-n t'mun?:f dnnlod m& lnuj" of lho

ull lllNh |wn-muu=x wllh vrlrn
to roward th-\ tnmlnf
i Iy 18 lnu

ir voted In the B

interesta’
-daughter, Eu 10 a lﬂ!hlﬂ#
tion.  Bhe had- never beén wm:

ah
interested in fown ‘lﬂ.‘lIrl. ahe wa.
and did not ntlend:the town maciing
of March #, A then - conyalescent |
from an 'n pheuman ‘Bhd]
denlel lﬂllnf Hl'l RIIJ& ﬂlml‘l]l!l.
dlsmisaed janiidr, w! ar sohaol,
that - Frank ' B, ap:

ar.
Mlss Buhibe . n told d¢ her ap-|
tment (o the Mormon hollow sohool

posltion: In WendelL Bhe
- deplod m».: with Fiburn I,

alsa i
Plak or Edwin D, Austin and telllop

‘them ‘that Frank_ Ballou had be
her Rouge with a proposal o giv
6 job If tha Brown family voted
right way™ at the March town-1
ing. Fisk, former mall carrie:
tween Holycke and Granby, and

Mhm

L BT e Batio “‘:m ey
'y m~ o e,

&L the town-moeling he had g.cu
ed "on the |I1IG side of the &
pipe,” referring Lo the lina -hl.n
common consent tes” the
factions at Wi lm-m«l
Fisk admitted he.
of Mrs -Grew but dnnlod his m
took him out of that schopl and
him to l.ru:lhlr beoausas Mra

denied ¥ the betitione
1 most o L titloner’
Uona, T axplolned the dismisel

mmﬁ'ﬁl

g:“‘:rh':r whoe uallll‘; do u:hrw
oz

4 ad

The h-lr.!.n‘ will ba continued ton
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Springfield

| 'l'l:'STl]llONY ENDS
IN WENDELL CASE

Audlmr Wi]l Make Repor:
on Discharge of Teacher
and Supreme Court Will
Then Consider Matter

Greenfleld, Doc. 3—Evidence In the
hoaring before Auditor Walter Lo
Bpavens of Narullm'pluu on the petl-

n of Mrs Emma F. Grew, discharg-

‘Wondall school teacher, for a wilt
mandamus to compel her relnstate-
this rfter-

te conferance botwoen Atty
Frank J. Lawler and ‘hla ollents, the
aschool committes, In an ante-

room at the supérlor courthouss and
aftor

mﬂ'}.n wlnmmamu "
ateer vihioh I.In nﬁl report mnnt

'n
pared an «lr bo “Hed either
tho offico of the clork of courta
here or with the suprome judlein)
court at Birtr.m. It ba . wetks
before the Jdtter body & ruling
In the case.-
Bays She Resented Interference
TFor the most part today's proceed-
ngs wers a repetition of mmmu.
iwo days’ testimony, with Frank E.
Blllw. chalrman, Mrs Lydia M. Eilin
nd Mrs Edith F. Hartjons, accretary
nt the Wendell achool commitites, re-

(Continued on Bocond Page)

£F

Y —p——

SPRINGRTELD, WASS:

pﬂﬂnlnmnl- mlum ct thelf earlier
timony.

& previots lerm when Omro D..Baker
wan alao & member of tho board. They
had disousse” tho transportation  of
wohnol dhlldron and Mra Hartjona aald
ahe had resented Mr Baflon's Interfor-
onoe In achool mattors at ‘that time.

commiites lht wldly Infiuonoed.
Treples Examialng Records
Bho donled going of sonding ankons
to Orange to examine oeriain gourt
raoards th ‘but admitied hearl

rs
mittal and & mémanl Iqlar alel\lnd sho
waa trylng to u-rul wering., Rhe
would nol say whothor llll was, fio-
litleally, = Ballonite or & RBakorite,
In reply to f|lumtlm from Atty Taw-
Ter, =ho od  knowing au:'ullu:
nbout the OM cou T Fognrd-
trans wtlmlnn of ihe ]lm anit=

ren,
Unfler  further mmlml;::}un

torocaalon In Orange in_order to keop

- 'rullnu: Int-rn:ntul

At ihia™polnt Anditor Btevens in-
terrupted and agked Mrs Hortjens to
toll him the substanco of her |nll:
with- Charles M. Ballou about
tranaportation. Mra Hartjons told l'h'
S\pvens, tha l.Int aho and Frank E Bal-

tranaporiation fdr
% (urmm hollow puplls and that
rlea Mmu alenm hint one dlr
and .mdlurlhnt. he had planned
'IHUk out for that, Nld that he tMIIlIﬂ
forme I'i!' t for t

Lthe monoy TR
partatlon of Morm lowr children
amight be used to hnr them shoes and

other neoerall t this. point Atty
Lawler callnd

committec

menbars Into mmn
The faw umnln!ut minutes woro
used by Frank B u in describing
how the lock.on the achool-
houss come to In oha A stato

did not aatlafy the requirements of |

the Inw and It' waa changed. as wns
the look on the town hall. Thore wis
no lden of trying to koep Mra drow

the schoolhouae, he'stated. Mrs
Graw knew of the inapector's vl

Mra Hartjons sald Ch
had iold Imr mﬂhim nbout his in- |

Telia of Discharglng Mrn drew
the foranoon assslon Frank
#ohoal commit-

mush as
wm she lhwht ndmitted the
mml had  nover her
whather di’o wad wiliing. to attend
such summer coursta or to make an

¥ mrlt :alw hor !II!!II .

n in
dsll achools to “vialt," nnd khn duﬂnl
the past yenr he had “vialted"
Qenlor ln'hoo'lﬂolll all. To Af-ll" ﬁlr-
hurat's question, wou know miuwoh (.
of anything at l|| lbwt 1ha Wmdl‘lt

ndl mtamr' Ballou replied, "Per-| .

h

Hrl nllh donlod that Charles M.
Ballou had had anything to do with
ths uhuel aituation but was unable to
any why she had run for a place on
tho schoal committes or how her name
ad golten In {he lown.meeting bal-
ot. Asked by Ally Fairburat about
er wows on’ the qualifications of
tenchers, sho sald ahe balloved in lm'-
ing them Angle and young.
certain extent she belleved that

panand she

nnﬂ nq mllmﬂ Ilnﬂw

from tho rear of the jury

room ahn ndded that Bupt Carpenter

mlltﬂd her  Miss Noroross wan
n

anld, and that the lock was
abhn nnd
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ORANGE, MASS. ENTERPRISE AND JOURNAL, MARCH 3, 1932

Wendell Registrars Remove Bakers
From Voting List

When the roll is called up yonder,
yonder in this case meaning Wendell and
the roll applying to the voting list, at
next Monday’s annual meeting in
Wendell, the names of Ozro D. Baker, his
wife, Gertrude F. Baker and his daugh-
ter, Miss Dorothy Baker, will be missing,
Mr. Baker is the leader of the opposition
to the present town government which

1 hgs Charles M. Ballou, chairman of the
selectmen, as its spokesman. Mr. Baker
and the two other-members of thefamily
received notices on Saturday from Eliag
Richardson, secretary of the Wendell
board of registrars, that their names

|had been removed from the list at a
meeting held February 20. The letter
was as follows:— . -

i *At a meeting held at the town hall at

| Wendell, Saturday, February 20, 1932,
after notice was given to you to appear
and show cause why your name should
not be removed from the voting list,
you having appeared in answer to said

' notice, and not having given evidence
or any legal reasons why your name
should not be removed from the list,
the registrars, after having given the
matter due consideration, voted to re-
move your name from the voting list of

.the town of Wendell, and in accordance
therewith your name has been removed.
from the voting list.”’

This action was taken because of the
fact that Mr. Baker and his family have
made their residence for the most part in
Millers Falls and that on April 1, the
registrars visited the Baker farm in
» Wendell and did not find any member of
| the family there. Last year Mr. Baker |
i was assessed a poll tax in the town of |
Montague as was his son, but these have ,
since been abated following a session
between the Montague selectmen and
" Attorney Charles H. Fairhurst. Mr,
| Baker who has served as a Wendell town
+ official in years past was born in Wendell,
| March 9, 1874 in the old Baker home-
'stead which was built 160 {ears ago.
i He has been a voter in Wendell 30 years.
[ The Wendell registrars at this meeting

"removed 13 names from the voting list
 and added 31 new names. It is proba-
ble that court action will ensue as the
reqult of this latest development in the
I Wendell political Broceedmgx.' A gult
'haes already been brought against Mr.
i Ballou for $10,000 a8 a result of the re-
'fusal of the registrars to permit M,
Baker’s son to become a voter and of
course there was the recent session held
in Greenfield with regard to the dismis-
tal of Mrs. Emma F. Grew, the Wendell
school teacher last fall,

¥
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TRIAL OF WENDELL
REGISTRARS OPENS

Ballou.. Jenmmn and BOWE[]
Are Charged With' Fraud

~and Corrupt. Conduct in
Public Office

Groenfald, April 4—TWandell palltles
enme to the fore agaln this afterneon
ng Charlea M, Ballow, Charles B,
Jennlson and Tewls. B, Bowen, com-
prialng the Wendell boned of rogls-
trars of voters, went on tinl (n au-
perlok court herd on ehargés of fraud
and corrupt condugt in publle offioe.
Eich was charged speelfeally on threa
separate counts with cauvsing the re-
moval, for pelltlenl rensons of tho
names of Ozro I. Baker, hls wife,
Gertrnde ¥, and hlx daughtor,” Dor-
athy M. from the Wendell reglster of
voters, kmowing they wees legal m:-
dents nnd votors of tho town,

Tho sintc's case wag ontlined In
Dist-Atty Bartlott from the time the
Bakora recelved notlees FPobruary 10
to attend a meoting of tho reglatrars
and . show eanse, If- any, why thelr
namea should not be go removed, nntll
nctunl removal of thelr names Fob-
runry 20, *Atty Bartlott snld the evi-
deney would show the reglstrary to be
politleal appanepts of tho Bakees and

‘that na thero wns no legel renson for

auch removal It wna done only to
stromgihen: the polltiesl gelp of the
}d3nllluu clement on the town of Wen-
oil,

ﬁ _THE SPRINGIELD DAILY: REPUBLICAN; SPRINGIIELD, MASS. TUESDAY, APRIL ', 1032

" Little Trogre®s Made

Littla progross. was. made In the
trlnl this afterneen, Oxro Daker him-
self being the only withess called to
the atand, Ho testified he was born
nnd had alwaya malntained o rost-
denea In Wendell, whers ho runs an
El-ngre form and keeps o furnlshod
homo Whire he gpends hls Summerd
with mombera of bl family.

Ho testified to having served the
town in Lhe capaolty of selectmon,
naagasor, school comniliteeman and
member of the bonids of publis wél-
fava and health. Slict he has been
ald cnolgh to vota ho had neveor
mlssed A town-meating ar fallod te ex-
crelse hls right to vote In Wendell
unti] the 1932 town-meeting, he sald,
He toid of attending tho rogistears
meeting Fobroary 20, of his effort to
show rensens why his name should
not be sirlcken from the list of votirs
amd of Its subsequent removal,

TLong after court adjourned at 4
Judge Butterworth and the fowr at-
tornoys In the ense dlseusaed thy coms
potibility of certaln ovidence with the
preclas speclfieatlons contalned ju th
Indigtmenta  Indlentlons  wepp that
i cnses might lnat for several doya,
Dist-Alty Bartlett, asslated by Atty
John W, Heseltory represent the com-
monwenlth, Altvs Frink J. Dawler of
Groonfleld and Thomas I, Hickey, Jr,
of Northnmpton, aro counsel for the
defondants,

The following fury wha Impanelad:
Hurey M. Billings of Seuth Deerfleld,
foreman; i\hbﬂll L. Hawes of Auh-
field, John' F,. Luippold, Ralph E,
Johnson and William F, Axelsy of
‘Greenfield; * Elle  Lomoureauy o
Tutnera’ Falls, Herboet T, Slata ot
Bogpncdsten, George Lo Rlee of West
Hawley, Arthur  F. Martingsn o
Montague Clty, Gunnar M. Theren of
Oradge, Orln E. Ball of Shelburne and
Alex White of Monroa Dridge,
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2) esday, April 5, 1932, ASGOCTATC T T enn Drr i . .

Baker 'Ackndﬁvledges “Feeling” As
Wendell Registrars’ Cases Occupy

Superior Court During Second Day

OPPOSED IN WENDELL POLITICAL TANGLE ' ‘
‘ {

~ ~

Dist. Atly. Joseph T. Bartictt is proseculing Wendell registrars
vhile Atly. Thomas R. IHickey of Northamplon has joined Atly.
rank J. Lawler in defending the town officials. Ally. John Uescl-
an is aiding the district attorney.

Recounts Differences With
Ballou Over Town Affairs

Counsel Agree To Continue With 11 Jurors When
Montague City Man Falls Il — Cross Exami-_
nation Of Baker Begins Late

continued
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The trial of Lhe first set of so-
calleda Wendell cnses went Into its
second day Tucsday belore Judsge
Avthur F. Butterficld in superiov
court. There were only 11 jurors,
Arthur F. Martincau, Monlacue
city contractor, juryman number 12,
having sent word illness confined
him to his bed. Counsel on bolh
sides agrced to continue with the
11 jurors. g

Baker On Stand

Wheun the court recessed Tucesday
noon for lunchecon Ozro D. Baker,
former selectman, was still on the
stand, submitting redircct testi-
mony in answer to questions of
Dist. Alty. Joseph T. Bartlctt. It
was his second day on the witness
stand. :

Tuesday’s hearing was delayed
nearly 40 minutes when the ai-
torneys on both sides remained in
the judge's chambers to discuss
questions of law relalive to the
case. Many times during the hear-
ing dcfense counsel objected to
questions and the court was called
upon to make rulings,

Cross-examination of Mr. Baker
by Atty. Thomas Hickey for the de-
fense, brought late in the forenoon
an admission from the wilness
stand that he had *fecling” apainst
Charles M. Ballou (onc of the de-
fendants) since he was defeated for
the office of selcctman.

1t is apparent that the cases, to
a ccrtain extent at least. will be
tried separately. and Monday saw
Charles M. Ballou, Charles H. Jen-
nison and Lewis B. Bowen., all
members of the board of registrars
of tlie town of Wendcell, arraigned
on an indictment containing threc
charges growing out of the alleged
strikine of names from the town's
voting list.

The {irst surprise in the tria:
' came at the very oulset when the
defense announced Afty. Thomas R.
Hickey of Northampton had been
added fip their pomesel. Ally. |
“J. Lavar has/becs  ensaeedy ©lor
some ltime as counsel for Lheé de-
fendants and remaing as such. Dist.
Atty. Joseph 1. Bartlett is being as-
sisle¢t by Atty. John Hesellon.

The jury impaneled remained the
sarne when neither the defense or
prosccution challenged. Those
drawn were:-—

B3 1201 FENRS §

A~enlive Cenanfiolds

o

Cpanlc.

given, ‘“bhut cvidence will show it
was donce to stremsihen thelr side,™
the district altorney teld Lthe jury.
The removal was not [loundecd oh
Jezal canse. he concluded.

A lengthy dis j as lo pro-
cecduve and. questi law fol-
lowed between the court and de-
fense and prosecution counsel and
the trial resumed alter about 10 .
minutes. H

Ozro D. Baker was the lirst pro-
secution witness. Hoe testified he
owncd properly in Wendell consist-
ing of about 80 acres. two houscs.
two barns and live stock. He snd
the farm had been carvied on there
for some Lime and crops raised an-
nually. He Lestilied he voted in
Wendeil all his life up to 1831, ana
that he received his Tivst nolice g
appear and show cause why
name should not be removed from
the voling list on Ifeb. 3. A =ccond
nntice was reccived, he Llestificd.
that this pame would not appear
on. the voting lisl unless he could
show a -legal residence in Wendell
April 1. X7 e 2

He said he replied o thie-nofice
and on Feb. 20. sent to (he Wendell
town hall and at an execunlve Ses-
sion of the registrars he showed a
poll-tax abalement. Tle said he
macde also a. verbal statement and
made 2. memorandum of his state-
ment.

Defense counsel obiceled to the
ababed hill's being place in evidence
anrt the court sustained the objec-
tion. The first notice. the wiln
testificd, he was told was incorrec
and his name was on Lhe list then.
Another motice. siened by Ehas
Richavrdson, clerk ol the registrvars,
was received  Jafer Mr. Baker
testifiod.  which stated his uame
had actually been removed from the
voting list.

3aker's Political Record

There was considerable testimmony
concerning the public offices Baker
had beld in Wendell during the past
\ eals. Defen.
iccl: wich of (e
tize. courl overruled. T cr said he
bought biz Millers Falls property
in 1922 and had occupied it during
the fall and winter of every year
sinee 1023 and =ces fo his Wendel
home every June until September.
Condifions have always beenr ihe
same, he testificd,

The next question asked by the

continued
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Oross-cxamined further by Alty.
Hickey regarding {he second hearing
given the Bukers at the {own meet-
ing last Mareh, the witness, Mr.
Baker, admitted he told Bullon that
“auy man who puls his property out
ol his name before monkeying with
my vole does & dastardly acl.”
Baker mainfalned under cross-ex-
amindtion he was not angry ai
Ballow but “felb burl.” He Turther
aditted In_ answer (o queslions
from Atly. Hickey that he had n
“leeling” toward Mr. Ballou and In
answer to the following question:
“Haven't you had a l‘ecll‘ng against
Charles M. Ballou cver since you
were cefeated for the office ol se-
lectman,” the wilness answered,
“Yes."

Buker testified, while being sub-
Jjeeted to re-dircct examinalion, he
never ablended a meeting of Lhe
board of registrars while a member
because no mectings were cailed.
Baker furlher lestified Ballou tcle-
phoned him hefore the last election
and asked him to run for the office
of selectman and assessor,

At this point In the Llrial Dist,
Alty. Bartlett offered in evidence Lhe
Montaguie poll tax abatement. Mon-
day the court refused to allow the
admission of the abatement, Tues-
duy the court addressed the jury
felling its members they were to
consider the abatement as evidence
showing only what the registrars of
Wendell had before them ab the
tme of the first hearing,given the
Bakers and not to consider it as a
decision made hy the Montague as-
Sessors.

Baker further tesiified he is in
Wendell every day if the poinp ig
aood and thel his famiy goes there
[frequently during the winter. Ques-
tioned about the decision of the
registrars alter the second hearing
al the March 1931 town meeting,
Baker tesfifled Ballow announced
io him the board had decided to let
their decision that the Bakers
could not vote stand.

Mrs, Gertrude I, Baker, wife of
he first witness next testified. She
said she had claimed Wendell as her
home for the 26 vears of her mar-
ried life. She sald .she fold the
board of registrars at the first hear-
ing that Wendell was her home and
residence.  Cross-examined by Atty.
Hickey she admifted her postoffice
address remained Millers Falls the
enlive year including the summers
she was present in Wendell.

Miss Dorothy M, Baker, daughter
of the Bakers and a school teacher
at Athol, the next government wil-
ness, testified her residence was
wherever her parenls lived and so
fold the board of regislrars of Wen-
dell when she anpeared In answer
{o a communication to do so and
show cause why her name should
not be stricken from the list.

Cross-examined by Atly., Hickey,
she said she was al both the Mii-
lers Falls home and the Wendell
farm during vacations, week-cnds
and days off. She denied ler
father had ever told her anythire
ahout his feelings loward Mr. Bal.
lou, one of the defendants,

b
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State Completes Evidence
Against Wendell Officer
m (J@r *ﬂ,m‘ft }%‘ actice u se

- v} L‘, e,
Town Clu‘k And Moderator Tcll

Of Voiles At 1931 Town Meeting
Montague Assecssor Testifies Ballou Told Him

Baker Was Not to e Assessed Poll Tax in
Wendell in 1931 w- TTumer Marks Third Day

of Trial

i
I Joscph . Sicard, clerk of the
board of assessors ol Montague,
testifying in the first of the so-
called Wendell cases which  went
into its third day Wednesday, said

Charvles M. Ballou of the Wendell
‘board of assessors and one ol the
,d(_‘fcml.mts in the present ease Lold
him in Julv, 1931, Gzro D. DBaker
‘would not be assessed 1 poll {tnx in
Wendell that year,

The commonwealth
the presentation of ils
against Charles M, Ballou, Chuavles
H. Jennison and Lewis B. Bowen,
menibers of the Wendeil board ol
registrars, charged with  corrupt
practice while in office and with
striking the names of certain per-
sons from the Wendell voling list
for political purposes, just before
the 1 p. m. recess Wednesday.

The names the commonweallh al-
leges were siricken from the volihg
list of Wendell are Ozro 1D. Baker,
Gerlrude F', Baker and Dorothy M,
Baker.

The third day of the hearing wns
marked with humorous wnswers
from witnesses, objections of Lthe
admission. of cerlain  evidence by
both the commonweallh and the
defense and clashes between the at-
Lorneys.

compleled
evidence

Clerk -Takeg Stand
Elias Richardson, Wendell {own
clerk, wuas on the stand when the
court opencd Wednesday, Iis bes-
timony concerned various voles al
the March, 1931, town meeling
which were close and in some cases

ties were recorded of voles taken'

on motions made by Baker and:
Ballou. He said the vole to remove
th Baker names [rom the voling |

ist was unanimous by the hoard
or registrars.

Mr. Richardson had previously
{estified he aulomatically became
a3 memhber of Lhe board of regis-
frars when  naned  Lown  clerk.
amined by Ally. Thomas R.
Uickey Jor the, defense he  suld
there were {77 voters In Wendel) in
1931 and every registered voier
present al the town nlLLtimr voled.
He said he had ho il will toward
the Bakcrs and Ballou didhft ask
him to. vote o remove the Baker
names. e admitted he didn't
know whether or not Baker was liv-
iy in Wendell April 1, 1931, Dist,
Ally. Joseph T, Barilowl® ubjected
to a quw.tlon regarding a visil by
Baker to Mr. Richardson's house in
Qctober and the court sustained

him. Mr. Bartlell also ()hjnc'led Lo
a4 queslion by Ally. lhcl\vy
continued
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“Why did you vole Lo remove
Baker's name [rom the lisb?”

Digl, Ally., Bartlell stated us his
objection that Richardson was not
indleled on this charge. 'The court,
suktained him bhul Atty. Hickey oh-
tiined Lhe conseni of. the court to
savie nis objections.

Talked ANl Day

Irnesh T, Putnam, now  residing
ol 22 Mecechanle street, Oranse, in-
jeeted  some. humor into  his  re-
plics under cross-exomination. He
snidd he was the moderator of the
1931 Lown ineeting and testified as
Lo voles taken at the meeling and
the molions muade by bolh Ballou
and Baker. Ile said ihe " two of
them talked most all day and il
Bakor was agains( Ballow il was
for the sctilement of the “Harris
case”. :

Yle said the Ballou dehate was the
most heated and Dist. Alty. Barvt-
Iett asked (he witness under direct
examination if Ballou was sitling
nearer ihe slove. 'The queslion re-
mained unanswered.

iz answers utider  crogs-exam-
inafinn brought. laughs from (he
audience when he said bolh sides
were close cnouplh to the stove in
the town hall lo keep woarm, e
insisled, however, Baker didn't get
hotteir thun Ballou.

Questioned - further by  Alty.
Hieckey a8 to whieh side he  (the
witness)  belonged,  Putnam  an-

sweredd Lhat he “didn't, belong Lo the
Ballow crowd.” e did admil, un-
dey further questioning he did ques-
lion the Bakers' righl to vole in
Wendell in 1923,

daker Cross-Fxamined

Mr, Baker under cross-examina-
tion by Alty. Hickey said he was 2
member of the hoard of registrars
of Wendell at the same Lime he wag
seleetman bub declared there never
was held o legitimate meetling of Lhe
reistrars durlng that lime, The
district allomey  objecied to  (he
question  regavding Baker's fmow-
Jedee of beg astessed o poll tax
in Montague and the court sus-
fained the objeclion,

tewnpl. to lake his name from the
voling Izl while he was a eandidate
for the office ol eelectman in 1931
and turther  admitted he  hadn'l
pawd his 1931 poll fax when he re-
cetved notice Lo appear hefore the
registrars and show cause why his
name should nol be sbricken from
e voting list. e furlher denied
being enpaged in liligation  with
Batlon at the time of the repistrar's
heaving but said his son was, Askecd
il he told the Wendell {ax colleetor
he was 4 man withoul a county,
Monlaene didn't want him nor did
Wendel!, the district atlorney ob-
jeeted before the wilness answered

‘F'“d the court suslained the objec-
“lion.

Baker adniwred there was no at-

¥
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Wendell Evidence All In
But Case Will Not Reach
Jury Until Late Monday

o~
>
§

Arguments Of Both Counsel And
Charge Of Judge To Be Heard

State Offers Rebuital Testimony After Examina-
tion of Atty. Lawler Completed in Case
Involving Town Officials

The cases of Charles M. Balloy,
Charles H. Jennison and Lewis B.
Bowen, members of {he hoard of
registrars of the town of Wendell,
all charged with fraud and corrupt
practice and {lor political reasons
having removed the pames of Ouxro
D. Baker. Dorothy M. Baker and
Gertrude F. Baker from the Wen-
dell voting list, will nov go to tlie,
jury until some time Monday. 7

The decision was made Friday
noon, Defense evidence was com-
pleted early Friday morning, the
fifth day of the (rial, and the com-
monwealth’s rebultal  was  com-
pleted at about 11:40 a. m.

Questions Lawler

When court opened Friday morn-
ing, Atty. Frank J. Lawler, who
started 2s a member of the defense ,
counsel but became a defense wit-
ness, was being cross-examined by
Dist. Atty. Joseph ‘I, Bartlett.

Mr. Lawler said he was not ihe
personal conngel of Mr, Balloy, one
ol the detendants bui  later ae-!
knowledged he represented Balloud
in o suit. Ie believed it was the;
duty of the Wendell assessors toi
notify the Montague assessors.
Baker was not being assessed In

Wendell and so instructed the
Wendell assessors. His advise lo
the Wendell registrars was basced on
the facts they (registrars) gave
him. The wilness declared he
represented the town and nut Bal-
Jou at the 1931 town meeting, Al
this point Dist. Atty. Bartlett tried
to get a written or signed statement
into evidence but the defense
counsel objection was sustained -by
Judge A. F. Bulterworth. Lawler
admitted there was a question rais-
cd as to Baker's domicile at the
time of the 1331 recount meeling.
The defensc put Elins Richardson
on the wiiness stand. Richavdson
is . member of the board of reg-
istrars, town clerk and tax coilec-
tor. He tlestified Ozro D. Baker
came (o his house Jan. 1¢ and in-
quired as to why he hadn't re-
ceived a tax bill. Richardson said
he replied he couldn’t send out a
tax bill if Baker’s name was not on
the commitment. As Baker left the
house, the witness testified he said:
“Mr. Ballou will find himself In
jail if this action is carried through

and Baker is not a quitter if it
takes all we have.” 5
continued
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Accuracy Questioncd
Mr. Ballou lestified under cror
examination he couldn’t remembur |
if Baker was a mecmber of thw
board of registrars in 1930 or n:’
but questioned meore closely m-‘

finally admitted Baker was nol «
member. The question was asked
by Dist. Atiy. Bartlett, who tol-
lowed il with another asking the
witness if the rest of his testimony
. while under diredt examination was
as accurate as it was in reference
to Baker's service as a registrar
The witness declared his othov
testimony was 1more accurate.
Ballou said his actions as a reg
trar were the same toward every-
one. He admilted in answer to 2
question of My. Bartlett's theue
was no difference in the circum-
stances of Mr. Baker's residence 1n
Wendell in 1932 than in any othcer
year since 1923. He said the cir-
cumstances of the others strickeu
from the assessor's list were en-
| tirely different. He maintained un-
der crosg-examination there was
no evidence to show Baker was
eve; coming back to Wendell In
1932. -
The wifness, Ballcu, admitted tic
only limited himsclf to the evidence
given by Baker at the registrai
hearing when voting to remove ttu
name from the poll list. Questionca
again by the district attorney, Bai-
lou said he wanted to leave it that
the reason he took the Baker name
| from the assessor’s list was becausc
he didn’t think Baker was coming
back. He further testified his visits
,to Tax Commissioner Long at Bos-

ton were in the capacity of an as-
sessor.
William Bell On Stand

William A. Bell, Greentield, state
cupervisor of assessors in Western
Massachusetts was o defense wit-

. ness. He testified he informed the
. Wendell assessors that if they did

not find Baker at his Wendell
home April 1 they weve no: cb-
ligated to assess him. He said he
knew nothing about the Montague
poll tax abatecment zranted Baker
until after it had occurred. Cross-
e€xamined, the wilness. said he dia
know there was a provision in the
law stating that a man can declare
t his residence in another town even
if not there April 1. He admitted
he got in touch with the Montague
assessors first. ]

e g Aw e

Lewis B. Bowen, holder of vari-
ous offices of Wendell at various
times and a defendant in the pres-
ent cases, corroborated most oL
Charles M. Ballou's testimeny re-
garding the strikinz of the Baker
»names from the poll list. He said

he did not vote to take the names
off to strengthan his poiiiical
party or for any politicel corrupt
or fraudulent reasons. He main-
tained his attitude was the same
toward everyone o< 't vras toward
the Bakers. He sald he didn’t know
why any previous board of regis-
trars hadn’t acted to remcve the
Baker’s names.

Under cross-examination Bowen
admnitted the poll tax of Baker’'s
was not important, ¢xcept as 1t
affected his rieht to vote. He aad-
mitted the facts regardiny the
BaZers and their residence werc
the same in 1331 as in the year
wilen not assessed.

Charles H. Jennison. anoiher de-
fendant and a memker of the
board of registrars, testifying di-
rectly, said he was not on the side
cpposing Baker until about a yuar
aro last April 1. He then moditied

his statement by cayving he was
scmetinmes with Baker. FHe, too.
denied he voted to remove the

Baker names for any political pur-
poses.
Facts Unchanged !
Cross-examined, the witness ad-
miticd all the facts were the same |
n 1831 as thay were in other years
yut cne rcason why the BaXer name
was taken from the poll list was |

' sccause it was not on the asscssors

|not swear he was in Wendell Apri!

lists. He c£aid he based his vcte on
remecval on the fact Baker would

L.

Frank A. York, Wendell farmer,
neighdoor of the Baker's at Wendell
iestified enly a few sheep are kept
at the Baker farm in Wendell !
the winter; the Bakers come there:
mly for two menths and usually .
sring furniture on a truck when
they come. He said the livestock
s not kept thzre in the winter ex-
lept for the sheep. Crezs-examined
sv Dist. Atty. Barileit the witness
:ai@d he attended the March 1231,
town neeting and was on the Bal-|
lcu s:.de. He admitied having
;rcuble with Baker and that he was |
not in Wendz2ll in thie winter ol
L9 - --... continued
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Ej William Howe of Millers Falls, |

neighbor of the Bakers when they!
are lvinz there, said Laker was
engazed in tha wood busiiess in!
that town. He said iurther Baker!
keeps his horses and cows at Millers
Falls in the wintar bui haa ncver,
seen him take his furpiwme to
Wendell in the sprinz or summer.
Lailou Went Only To Baler's
Mrs. Grace Howe, wife of wWil-
liam, testified Baker enzased (n the
weod business while living
| lers Falls and uador cros
nation said thev never leit Miliers
for Wendeil beiore Juiy.

Eallcu to the Baker residence in
Wende!l and Millers on the miznt
of Apiil 1. He said he didn's :ce
Baker at Wendell botween the
heurs of 6 p .m. and 9 n. m. but
thcuzht he saw him at Millers.
Cre:s-examined by Mr Barticd, e
witness declarcd he dign's drive
Ballou anywher: else but to the
Baker home on that day.

The next dcfense Wwitness was
| Atty. Frank J. Lawler. He said nhe
conferred with Ballou and Eowen
vooarding the Baker ascessment, He
said the Wendell rezistrars  re-
ceived 2 complaint that Baker had
no lezal rizht to vote in Wendell on
2,3, 1020, Lawler testified ne ad-
¢cd the Wendell assessors Baker
izaculd be a racident April 1 and i
iuot there, they had no right to as-
jsess him a poll. He said he m-
{srructcd the assessors to find out i
Baker was in Wendell any-part €l
\the 24 hours of the day. He further
testified he advised the registiars
ithey would have to remove the
ynames of Baker's daughter and
|wife if they removed Ozro D.
Rakor's name bsocause  both had
caimed Ozro Baker's residence as
theirs.

in M-
s-cxami-

James Wilder cf Wendell. told
the court he was the man wno dreve

M. Lawler testified he was s-es-
ent at the March, 1931, town meet-
ne and 1t was noc a disorderly ati-

| fair. He sa:d the discussion was
' crderly
; C

; -examination of
I ay

ALLY.

r by Dist Aity. Bartlett had

' gtarted when ccurt adjourned for
‘ the day. 5 = —nd

Recbuttal Witnesses !

The state's rebuttal wilncsses 1.
cluded Mrs. Mildred Glid:den, c¢le .
ol the board of assessors of Wt :
dell, who said she nzver sent a nos- -
tice to Baker regarding his po.l.

John Bitzer, Montague asscs.«:
testified he had conversation w.i':.
Mr. Ballcu at a Grange mectin:, .
Montague sometime in 1930. 1FE50E
substance of the statement was .
revealed: beecauge clfense  ©n .t
ohjected and the cowrt <o
thie objection.
| Charles A. Fiske, Wer, b0 fam
and lumberman, lostuiica o oo
ment was issued at the Wenae.. 2
count meeting which in subsion e
said no votes should be countea i
Baker because he had no legal vo.
icdence in the town of Wendell. lic
said the statement was sigi.
Frank J. Lawler ard Charles M\i.
Ballou. He said he lived three mitt
' frem the Baker homestead in Wene
dell; that the Bakers came tnce
around the first of June and &'=
until Septermber. He said one n
was there all last winter. Cross
amined by Atly. Thomas R. Hi¢hi v
representing the delense, the w.o
ness declared he never quesiiciin.
Baker's right to vote in Wendre.!.

Mrs. Baker, wile of Ocro D. Bak-
er was rcealled to the stand a.d
testified to the amount of furin-
ture in the Wendel! home and ui.

I der  cross-extannatien  smd L.
didn't. believe it was worth $1.0u0.
Ozro D. Baker, the next rcbutia.

witness, denied he muacle a state-

ment about Mr. Ballou while leav-'
ing the home of Nr., RRichardson.

Arthur C. Noyes, Wendell, last re-
buttal witness said the Bakers wmie
in Wendell the forepart of June
each year and that his horse was
keptl there all Iast winter.
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WENDELL TRID
OF REGISTRARS
FOUND GUILTY

/ l‘ D
Ballou, Jennison and Bowen
Convicted of Removing
Names of Qualified
Voters from List.

GREENFIELD, April 11 — Three
members of the Wendell Board of
Registrars were found gullty today by
2 Superlor Court jury of fraud and
courrupt conduct for political pur-
poses. Each was convicted on three
counts. The officials, Charles M. Bal-
lou, Charles Jennison and Lewis I.
Bowen, were accused of removing
names of certain qualified voters from
the voting list of the town of Wendell.

Principal witnesses testifying this
afternoon were Willlam H. Ballou,
who stated that he had had no in-
tention of changing his legal residence
from Wendell to Orange, and Mrs.
Willlam H. Ballou, who also claimed
residence in Wendell, but who said
she had not lived there much of the
time during 1931. She sald they went
to Orange about two years azo and
ihat her postoffice address is Oransze.
Mrs. Ballou further testified that when
her husband wuas in Wendell conduct-
ing his lumbering business, she was
alone for weeks at a time in Orange.
Elias Richardson, town clerk and
registrar of voters by virtue of his
orfice, also tax collector, said he con-
! sidered Willmum H. I3allou a legal resi-
dent of Wendell on April 1 as he had
naid a poll tax in that town and his
name Wwas not removed from the
voters’ list when jt was revised in
Ifebruar

The jury retired for deliberation at
1 o’clock. Arguments were made foz
the defendants by Atty. Thomas
Hickey of Nor lhamm.on and by I
Atty. Joseph T. Bartlett for the C
monwealth.

The registrars were charzed with
removing the names Ozro D. Baker,
his wife and daughter, from the
voters’ list, who held residence prop-
erties in both Wendell and Millers
Falls. The Commonwealth alleged the
Bakers were legal residents of Wen-
dell when their names were removed,
although residing in Millers Falls dur-
ing the winter months while their
children went to school.

The jury was impaneled Friday and
the starting of a second trial was be-
gnn this afternoon with the appear-
ance of Mr. and Mrs. Ballou, the for-
mer, brother of Charles M. Ballou.

The penalty on the charge is not
more than six months in jail.

t.
m-
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V/ENDELL BOARD
OF REGISTRARS
3¢°7 GET SENTENCES

Ballou, Bowen and Jennison
Held in $500 Each on
Appeals from Six-

QREENFIELD, April 12—Charles
M. Ballou, Charles H. Jennison and
Lewls B. Bowen. Selectmen and Reg-

istrars of Voters in town of Wendell,
this noon were sentenced in Superior
Ceourt by Judge Arthur E. Butierworth
to the House of Correction for terms
af two months in each of the three
vounts of the indictments charging
fraud and corrupt conduct for politi-
ra}l reasons.

IZxecutlon of sentences was sus-
rended by order of the court and de-
“endants furnished honds of $600 each,
Charles J.each, bondsman, as their
cases now go on appeal to the Su-
oreme Judicial Court.

In Superior Court this morning
Judge Butterworth dlrected a not
sullty verdict in the second trial of
the Commonwealth against the three
menybers of the Wendell Board of!
Registrars of Voters in which they |
were charged with fallure to remove |
from the voters’ list of that town the!
names of \Williamm H. Ballon and wife
of Orange. who also clalmed residence :
n Wendell,

Another case of the same naulre|
similarily  disposed of involved Elias|
Richardson, town clerk and member of |
the Board of Registrars by virtue of
tiis office., a complaint of preventing
tiurr legal voting on one KEugene R.
iale.

Judge Butterworth sald when he dis-
missed the jurors that the evidence
showed nothing to strengthen the
political position of these defendants.
ir the first trial against the same de-
‘endants under similar counts these
men were charged with removing
rames from the voters’ list of Ozro D.
3aker. his wife and daughter of Wen-
dell. who also held resldence propeity :
in town of Millers Ialls, and the jury |
reported ver of guilt}’_. !
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WENDELL SELECTMEN
- TO SERVE SENTENCES

Full Bench of Supreme Court Up-
L holds Decision /," '
GREENFIELD, June 28—As a result

of the declsion of the full bench of the

supreme court today, Charles M, Bal-

lou, Charles H, Jennison and Iewis B.

Bowen, former Wendell selectmen and

members of the Wendell board of regis-

trars of voters in 1932, must appear at

a spclal August session of the superior

court here and recelve sentences of

six months each to the house of correc-
tion.

The three were charged and found
gullty of striking the names of three
citizens of Wendell from the voting lists
for political reasons. This case was the
culmination of a long perlod of polili-
cal strife in Wendell between the so-
called Baker and Ballou factlons for
control of the town's varlous offices.

During the fight, the three struck
the name of Ozro Baker, their political
opponent, from the voting list, as well
as those of two members of his family,
Dorothy M. Baker, and Gertrude F.
Baker. After thelr conviction, the
three selectmen were sentenced by Jus-
tice Arthur F. Butterworth, but the
sentences were held up pending appeal.

The defendants struck the names of
the Baker family from the list on the
grounds/ that they were not residents
of Wendell but of Montague. The
E:Ekers contended they were, and had

n for many years, residents and tax-
ayers of Wendell.

i
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Board Retalns Parker.7/)/3.
Former attorney general of Massa-
chusetts, Herber Parker of Boston, has
been retained by members of the
Board of Registrars of Voters of the
town of Wendell as counsel in cases
pending against them in the Superior
Court. Entry to this effect has been
made in the office of the court. The
cases listed are those of the Common-
wealth against Charles M. Ballou,
Lewls B. Bowen and Charles H. Jen-
nizon, registrars of voters in Wen-
dell. They were sentenced In the
March term of court to serve six
months in the House of Correction
when found guilty on indictments
charging corrupt practises and fraud
in connection with their official du-
ties. A motion of stay of execution
was granted with the time for filing
exceptions fixed for July 1, but now
extended to Aug. 1. s

Injunction In
Wendell Case
To July 1st

Judge Lummus Allows
Atty. Lawler’s Bill for
$412 --- Restraint Is
Continued

(Special to The Recorder)

SPRINGFIELD—Justice Henry T.
Lummus, in the superior court
Monday, ordered the temporary in-.
junction, restraining certain offi-
cials of the town of Wendell from
paying legal fees voted at the re-
| cent special town meeting there, to
continue in force. Justice Lummus
ordered all pleadings in by July 1
and a further hearing in the case
will be befcre Justice William A.
Burns at the July sitting of the
Franklin county superior court.

The temporary restraining order
was first issued June 9 by Justice
Raoul Henri Beaudreau at North-
ampton as the result of a taxpay-

e1’s bill filed in superior court there !

by 75 Wendell voters who signed
ia petition asking for such an order.
The bill sought to enjoin Messrs. |
Ballou, Bowen and Jennison, mem-
bers of the Wendell board of sclect-
rmen and Mrs. Mildred A. Glidden,
Wendell town treasurer. The form-
er three were defendants in court
proceedings at the March sitting of
superior court in Greenfield charged
with corrupt practices and fraud in
the conduct of their offices.

The selectmen ordered a special
town meeting for Friday, June 10
and the meeting voted to pay legal
fees and reimbursements for the
lawyers and defendants amounting
to $4,000. The payment of this a-
mount is what the 75 taxpayer's bill
signers wish to prevent.

The special meeting voted the
sum of $412 for the expenses and
fees of Town Counsel Frank J.:
Lawler, Greenfield. Justice Lummus ,
allowed this amount. :
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T

Wendell 3,3"

; o
'MORE THAN 200 ™ -
| RETURN TO WENDELL

‘Record Crowd Attends Old
I "Home Day Exercises:;

Woman Faints.

WENDELL, Auz. 23 — Excellent
weather hrought out a record crowd
for “Old Home Day" Wedneday. There
were "hall games hoth morning and
afternoon and a luncheon booth on
the common served refreshments at
noon. There was an entertainment at
the church In the afternoon by the
Bargeron FFamily Orchestra played,
Miss Winnie Sandberg of Springfield
was reader, Mrs. Bristol and Rev.
Dean Holt =oloists. The speaker was
Rev. Charles White of Millers [®alls.
"C. M. Ballou gave the address of wel-
come with a response hy Miss Ethel
Bowen of Sprinzfield. The church was
filled,

During the exercises Mrs. Carrie
Putnam of Orange, a f{ormer resi-
dent. fainted due to the heat. She
“was attended by Dr, Johnson who was
present and was quickly reviveed, The
gpper in the eveninz was well at-
tended ag was the dance. More than
200 were present. Comdr. Baker of the
G. A. R. in Orange. thw only living
. Civil War Veteran who enlisted from
* Wendell, spoke in the afternoon. Rev.
J. 8. Whitman, a former pastor, was
also presént and spoke.

%
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‘MONDAY, FEBRUARY. 1

“WENDELL INTERESTED

IN PRUWNCETUWN'CASE
Parallel Drawn Between
. Hearing - There and ' Suit

Brought by Ozro Baker

Groenfleld, Feb. 12—Residents of |-

nvendel] read’ with: intereat today: &
Epocial dispatch to & Boston news.
paper  foom: Previneotown,” whera' o
crowd, of,. 300 persons stormed the
town hall yesterday to attend o Thear-

Ing . inpthe  cnst of Talph 8. Car-’

penter, former mannger of Cubian
mugnr: plantation:- and coandldate for
selectman,” who was - charged. by an
opponent with iMegal’ regintration. The
crowd tore the town hall doors from
thalr: hingea:and.after Judge Hermuon
A Huarding had_ruled In favor of
Cmrpenter, - cheered him to the echo.
One wemnn felnted ia the ¢rush’ and
disorder. )
Carpenter,” who bullt & housa o
Frovineetown in -3931.1|t11 “the Inten-
‘tlon - of .making - that town - hlz por-
rnanent: residence; : wis Bummened on:

complaint of -Charles M. Rogors, ‘ons |

of  threo: eppenents in. the race for
thée:joint ofMees.of scleclman, nsasasor
and membor of - the bonrd of publlo
walfare. - The basls 'of Rogera' com-

plaint:was that when Carponter regls- |

tered -in Provincetown  January 30,
this. year; ha had net'boen o resldent
for tha regqulred ong-year: porlsd. .

Judge  Harding .ruled that it was
not necomary for o porson to reslds
continuously - in one place in order to'
ba' regarded as_n resldent.  He cited
tho cases of ~whallng captaing ™ whao

werd absent for’long perlods:but were )

nene the: less Jognl residents af their
home porta. .

Tiha.case-1a similnr to one trled. in
suporior: court hore’ last year ond In
which o jury found' ihree members of
the --Wendail board - of  regletrors
guilty-of: fraud and. corrupt conduct
in public’ offies in that, for. polltical
refsons; they removed from . the lat
of. Wendell voters tho nmames: of; Ozro
‘D, Baker, - his. wife, Gertrude T,
Paker and hia dnughter; Dorothy M,
Baker, knowing, they wera legal volérs
of: the town; . The registzars’ bosad
thelr defense largely on the fact that
the Bokera  wero llving In - Mlllers
Falle (town- of Montngue) on: Aprll
1. Counsol for the Bakors reated thelr
chaa. on’ tholr long residenca. in Wen-
dell and mnintenance of. o legal reals
denes - there. <

THE SPRINGFIELD' DAILY ‘REPUBLIGAN; SPRINGFIELD, MASS:
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WENDELL SELECTMEN
TO SERVE SENTENCES

Full Bench of Supreme Court Tp-
" holda Decision
~ GREENFIELD, June 28—As 5 result
of the declsion 'of the full bench af the
supreme court todsy, Charles M. Bal-
low, Charles H. Jennison and Lewls B.
Bowen, former Wendell selectmen and
members of the Wendell board of repis-
mfsﬂlmhlﬂ?, must appear at
2 spheial August session of the superior
court hete and recelve senteaces of
sit months each to the house of eorrec-

g

The three wire charped apd Jound
gnIJtyuszn T.%:nl.mt:otr.hm
cltzens of Wendel from the voling liss
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Ef, AUGUST 3, 1933 °

WENDELL OFFICIALS GO TO
JAIL

jail at once, the Wendell town hall has
— been moved b

> yuld find nothing in the statdtes £
r, | invalidate the trapsaction of town affairs
>t | by the three imprisoned selectmen of

1e | Wendell if the sheriff of Franklin County
mn | permitted them to get together for a
m | meeting inside the walls.

er The Legislature provided for a;ldeme}l;- [
er | gency town government in case of death, s U
ee | vacancy, or removal from office, but pot exceptions and Dist-Atty. Joseph T.
~{ for imprisonment, so far as Mr. Warner 1 Bartlett moved for sentence Monday

- i morning.

4d- | may receive wisitors, including their ap-2
ns | pointees and constituents, from 1_to 4 1§ sentences,
ds | P- m. Wednesdays and Fridays. &
re | ever, the same visitor may not have two M = “Lon

_ Y- eph: 1
viewed at the state house, Boston, said
“he

B &
ng | forbidden. )
he Persons desiring to transact town bus<,
st- | iness must travel from. to
on-| jail at these
.p- | of police, town treasurer, or town clerk
isg | desires a secord audience during the
rer | week he muast ficst convince Sheriff FF. W . T+
ay | Doane that the affairs of Wendell are
nd | sufficiently important to justify an in-©
th- | fraction of the rules. dy

Ship Without a Rudder

For the first time in its history the
town of Wendell found itself Monday
night without a board of selectmen or of
public welfare, and minus an assegsor,
two cemetery commissioners and_a lib-
rary trustee. ‘This was because Charles
M. Ballou, Lewis B. Bowen and Charles
H. Jennison are serving time for alleged
violation of election laws. The town is
also without a chairman of the old home-
da; committee, to which office Mr.
Ballou was elected at the March 6|
town-meeting.

Because the Great and General Court
of Massachusetts overlooked the possi-
bility that three selectmen might go to

bag and paggage ints the
colAnty house of correction.

_could 1 - = = =
According tp rules of the jail., they

How--

cea.n—weahﬂané—wlepbone—mume{‘:

theif
times, and if the chief

= registrars of voters for violations of the

’ A long fight to convict the Wendell

election laws ended in a special misde-
meanor Session of superior court in
Greenfield, Monday, when Charles M.
Ballou, Charles H. Jennison and Lewis
B. Bowen were sentenced to one month
in the house of correction on each of
three counts, by Judge Arthur F. Butter-
worth of Brookfield. The men, who
are also the Wendell selectmen and board
| of -health, were sentenced at 1 p. m.
following long arguments by counsel
| Atty. Frank J. Lawler of Greenfield and
former Atty-Gen. Herbert R. Parker of
Lancaster. After shaking hands with a
umber of friends and relatives who were

} - urtroem;,—theydeparted for the |}
jail in charge of Sherifi Fred W. Doane.

The registrars were found guilty by a
ju? in superior court last year of fraud
and corrupt conduect in office in that, for
political reasons, they caused the names
of Ozro D. Baker, his wife, Gertrude F.
Baker and dau%hter, Dorothy M. Baker,
to be removed from the votinglistand at
that time Judge Butterworth sentenced
the men to two months on each of the
three counts and the cases were taken
to the supreme court on exceptions.
The supreme _ court over-ruled the

After asking that the registrars be
placed on probation or given suspended
Atty. Parker called two
Tax Commissioner Henry
g of Topsfield and Williamm A.
Bell of Greenfield, supervisor of assessors
for the four western counties. Long
testified that the defendants called on
him at Boston more than two years ago
to ask his advice relative to whether the
names of members of the Baker family
should be placed on the poll tax list. In
the light of the facts they gave him, Long
declared he told the registrars the Bakers
were not domiciled in Wendell. Bell
declared he told the registrars the Bakers
were not domiciled in Wendell, Bell
testified he informed the registrars
that if the Bakers were not in Wendell
April 1, 1931, the town was not required
to assess them for a poll tax. In its
ruling on exceptions, the supreme court
recently found the Bakers were domiciled
in Wendell, although they were not
actually in that town April 1.

Atty. Lawler, counsel for the regis-
trars throughout the case, presented the
court with a petition signed by some
180 residents of Wendell, asking leniency
for the three defendants. In imposing
sentences totalling only half the pre-
vious ones, Judge Butterworth remarked
he had originally intended to impose
sentences of but One month on each
count, and would carry out his former
intention. Other criminal cases pending
againgt the registrars, who included
Town Clerk Elias Richardson, and
against Charles M. Ballou alone, are to

witnesses:

be nol prossed, ending the criminal phase
of the Wendell cases, Several 'civil,
suits brought by members of the Baker

family are still pending. l
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WENDETLI., Aug. 12—When this
town's three selecimen went 10
jail earlier for violation of ithe cor-
rupt practices act. they could

scarcely have foreseen the com
cations that were to come. Th
enforced departure to .the coun:iy
jail at Greenfield stirred 2 lot of
questions regarding their right 10
continue in office. They are
| transacting -the rown’'s Dbusiness

from the jail—News item.

By ROWE WARWICK

Wendell, which in its day saw the
high court sit withir iis borders, ted
finds itself berefi of all selecimen, reg-
istrars of voters and members of ihe
board of welfare by order of the ccurt.

Wars are no less intense beczuse oI
small scale and the political warizare
which bhas raged i»n bitter form Ior
nearly three years in this Frapklin
county fownsiip of 350 people maXkes up
in intensity what it lacks in numoe* of
combatants.

To date the Ballouites have won every
skirmish with ballots and the Bakerites
have won every action in the couris.
This means that Charies AL Rallou.
cam.am of his faclon and <e_ﬂcumm

1ion, while Ozro D. Baker is out of office ;
bh.. 'free 16 roam the wocded nills and

erry pastures ai Wil ith Ballou a.e;
_-ems Bowen and C:‘a:";s H. Jennison.

The townspeopie arme ROW concerned
io learn the lezal status of tke ihree
selectmen who Lave jusi entered upsn
terms of three monits each because the
names of Baker ang two of his imme-
giaze izmi.; were stricken frem e VoI~
i _2s tRe juties and

scided moi = tap of
is going to be dcme on the nmex
state-zided Aoad i residenis had
hoped would 2@ =
all-weather access 10 t2e €
Q&’ect:ze.n haT
o ore waom
£ 'oac job weulid C‘EL.. o‘ workTm:
b the own :f 2 special elaex
0 bn:_ the Bakess bz

ce.

v.’bz:e—:e- may bz ihe .;r‘rva“h tasis:
fam
back 1o
ané 10 the ear
GI Iamg that z
2dc€ed 1o the town hall

fi How Baker-Ballou
Z Fued Started

F”\R Dt.C'LARHD

In AJarch, i825. Qo Baxes
cc—" 20 cefeat 2s 2 candifaze
Cba. es 3_»~ 32.,9‘ was T

»
I

919, khad scii the site of e wwn
: P

b2l o the lown For $i000. They r=-
masked the boo» showad 2 pes
of 550 1o 2im I:n 1828 for land 62 \..,ir.“:
o duig £
Geeg
this Be regrlar Tiis provided most
of Bzkers m.m‘*:’o';

This oyuoszz.ca ieader peoinied om

ihe deed was Tad = g..aoa::::bsse"'
FraoXlin ¢oEniy oo the very &2y of the
special meeting. TR0 Fears aler the $50
, was ,,u! He s2idé the pioT mezaswes
fos feep by 8§ feet amd estimaiad th
10wn had paid Selectman 3aflog &l :::ze
"awec.bl  325.60 per acTe it GrEet that
Gj'a-ge miztt Rate ROT STDDESS 2%

e:;:na__:ad. Some
"mca:'bagzn

'I’._e:

man ns:'me oz' vo.:zmeerm'e_.a_
asamer&dczs_bd
_ar.'.g barr oz a Ehlice

miles zway. It wes-freely charged 1 _aw:
that oze facton or the other had e
2ied this diversion bot X was pever
Trovan.

Both sides began qmeclywmmpa.gl
m.rhenexaelecmz‘., Insuo:.‘a.s.uawn1

contmued

s
A
o
<t
e
o
v
<
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re’atxonshz,,s a.e crossed ._.az_:y times,

anf:.-"ve*e are old rec-

lu‘sewam VOuer,
sharp Yankee

ords of favors and of

trading. Vote cziching becomes a close
race roere.

The regular town meeiing camme
March 2, 193!, The then rown clerk,

Tremaine W. W‘ne'p.ey. wno has since
died, was 2 sicz man and his physician
had ordered him 10 remain abed. "He
defied the docho:. the snow drifted road
and the keen 1} h wind and came

up the hill 15 the 12l o5 casi his hallof,
On the Wen wwn nhal! floor is g

large wood D &g stove znd iis© pme
runs nearly toe lengih of ihe room be-
fcre entering thes ¢ g. the belier:i
warm the h
ing line and the old guard led by Ballon
”fadua.l, c:omded inta seais zlong the
sout all, while the Bzxer-led cono'rr.s
.,..semn"ec on the noril

This *siovepipe meeling.” s it t hag
since Deen Xnown, began o ba.lo:.. ..-ght:
voless swere challenged as they came
forward, The o0.d ballor box regisier
coxn saowed “10.” &s iz khad Ior
ugh every eiligidle voier made
. Ixis b0‘r incidentally, was
10 ¥ial up. last Jurne 2 four-year-old
ballor whi had become lost in Hy
Inner mackinery z2nd WwaSs
eounted.
! The resull of ihe selecimen’s coniesh
| was awaited  iensely.
! Grarles ML

"-..I‘u.'v

| nounced was Ballou, 855
Lewis Bowen, 86; C’nar.es "‘s.-.ﬂ C‘na_.es
E Jenzmison and Ernest Puinam, ded

otes eackh: a._" Ozo 32ker, 7.
w0 weeks I :e:- a :ecmmu ;:_‘az Iasted

Jar:_‘.:o.‘ and L"le "ouz of" u:a
zorces cmplete. I wWaSs
now an 2il-Baliou dboard. From ihis
tme on the Bexers kave faled o smg‘

2 o
B -:eBdlcu
= wi :e:-smm

w25

o .
I was a ratural divide

never

The cmm‘, E-

third plzce on th2 doard whinr 78

LT Y]

w

v e

‘tez

aegzz_. 2 Tezr 3Zo-0n NS

lots 2= Imicoction wes
5 """.2...._61 io nIesenT stk me—

2 asseis -
RO‘WO“I}I

A-ntham c'}'“‘} Creation 34:_5 ?v“ﬁ"’ QE'
the Zzes of coumsel Saze— Lzs o=
Temfes The ey oowd emniored IS
co..“rselzs*@.aws-myco.ue:d*‘
was  ithe own wao <id t::s?:‘:z:g
throtgh them 25 selectmen and &2
shouid focs the EL -
a:soz::e— CoTTT 20Son ETose.
Crasles AL B2ZicT was cksimarn of the
scthool commitres., In 288iEon fo Bis
seteral other wwn oEces. AEs. Srmmha
Z. Crew bad been 2 zecher I the
Cemier sckool for soma yeos. It may
be thet being al the Centes she was in
2 betzer posiion io expoess ber opiniom
2bom M. Ralicn thar I she Rad beem
CZ In ome of == oler x_'s::;.’:agy
Pudding Holo )

ArTway. ths “schoa? boad toied —io
gispense Wik 2@ marTied eechess. Tha
cherv?eewe-e
feif the £} forte of

Teos

2

ST

zzed by politicz] motives. A meser soSe
tained her iz this after 3 hea~g and
ske hgs finished ouf the sckhool year,

\owshel.s»"&ﬁ ber teaching

‘Bake'BeILm
Afonday wher Ballou, Bcwen and Jentw
nisonr mﬁa‘edtheja&andsnzwdsp-

-
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Big Reception Planned

| residence in the Franklin County jail at

Greenfield, where they have been so-

'| journing since three weeks ago Monday
| as the result of alleged negligence in the

performance of their duties. The neg-
ligence applied to the removal of the
names of Ozro D, Baker and mem-

«»

P

o

-

proceeded to get the forees together.
Soon after the message was spread about

Greenfield in the afternoon with Mrs.
Ballou to visit her hushand and the other
two members of the board, returned at an
early hour, blowing thwom of his auto-
mobile continually to Wing verification
of the report recoived in th late after-
noon at the office of Lawyer Lawler, the
town's atiorney. Plans were made for

A o ot bt bn o~ At b b b R D LT bt b bt 03 b et o o

three town fathers will realize that they

L
a ¢ are-in the hands of loyal friends and
.| the countryside by telephone, cars con- : : P
__There is unrestrained joy in Wendell :i taining {}};e. "‘"h‘}’!le fafgﬂ)"' "were seen that their retun is welcomed,
town—at least in the hearts of 180 of | | wending their way to the center of the During their stay at the Greenfield jail,
the 200 souls who remain loyal to the | I- %?::indg?v% ex:pl;iflgg Cd:r];ki‘;leﬁlehadr(sie(t)-f Messrs. Ballou, Bowen and Jennison
8 y ' 3
%;’?%Qmﬂtfgﬁs%%ﬁﬁﬁg 822:{:: .. | Constable Glenn Ellis were so thig’l? that have -come to realize that the court’s
| H. Jennison, for yesterday afternoon | © | 1 could searcely get in or out of the action has only strengthenec.l friendship
| Gov. Ely pardoned them from further | | house. Wallace Oliver, who went to ties, Last week over 40 visited them

and candy, fruit and cigars in abund-
ance have been sent them. Last night
at the Ballou home, callers were re-
ceived throughout the evening and a
happy environment was evident, Mrs.
Bowen was not at her home for she re-

'| bers of his family from the Wendell vo- | ©1 the triumphant entry on the morrow. mained in Greenfleld to welcome her
"I ting list, th had a 2 % ) -
' ;:igiclésgf wﬁ‘;g?l gﬁstate jgge,‘;"vfﬁ’ﬁ el At Wendell Depot a large hanner was h“"bz‘ind when he leaves the jail this
| were among those who signed the peti- 'f | stretched over the road leadingto Wen~ morning. Mrs, Jennison was at her
| tion which went to the governor yes- | §|dell Center, bearing the inseription:— |  *[ home, happy in the realization that she
'| terday for their release, It was o full | 1 | “Our Selectmen. Weleome Home.” In and her good husband would soon be
| pardon which exonerates them of any 11 front of the other residences there were ited .
| wrong-doing o1 flags; while the Dexter House, lighted | ; | FeUted:
. ' Y | from cellar to garret, displayed a huge
Wy ThishmqrﬁngOautomobilesz:incflm%lif, 0| flag f{om the flrgnt \lrerlz:ntc}lla. h'I;gere
1, from the “home town”, started for the [ %1 were hopes until 9 o'clock that the three
| Gretild jail.1 to gaeortlthe three mey d men would retum st nght bt o YES, WE HAVE BATHROOMS
1| back to their firesides, It was expected | '€ | munication with Sheriff Doane disclose
that papers of release would be re?:eived 1m| the fact that thefe was no chance of B;I;P:; geucrengs;ggi)i:rl ;atilcc}lx‘:iraltz-‘
.| by Sheriff Fred Doane on the morning | 1™ | release until this moming, Accordingly ed that Ozro D. Baker's house
| mail and that they would immediate- | i1l | fags and banner were removed bus this was the only domiclle jn Wen-
| ly be returned to their former status, | 1€ | morning they were put back and prac- | dell which had a bathroom with
;| No heroes of old ever returned to their |+ | tically every residence along the route | - hot and cold running water, has
i | mative hearths with more acclaim than | ¢ | to Wendell towm is fiying old Glory or |: apparently started something in
will these three men be received into | 1% | displaying ome token of welcome. It |- V}?ndell town. At any evegt a
Wendell. Last evening the news of the | ™ | Will be a noigy caravan which returns |, well-known Wendell woﬁm
pardon spread rapidly and supporters | | from Gmenﬁ{d and tonight, plans have | - called up Boston one day this
proceeded to get the forces together, | | been made for a monster reception in |: week ang let it be knownythat
1| Soon after the message was spread about | the old town hall where hectie politieal |° she was the possessor of such
: ig | battles have been fought with Mr. Bal- facllities andp that it <l
& [lou leading his cohorts against the sighty, mights brotty Dath
g, | opposition of Ozro D. Baker and his o gmtyt'o m%{ J e pr{ f¥ ;d d
i | followers. Just what program will be |. tozhe' Ba?:.er clgfm%l;%is&:cti:n
1| carried out has not been divulged but the by the announcement that the
very first bathroom which was
ever installed in Wendell is at
the house where Mr, Bakor's
arch, enemy, Charles M. Ballou,
now resides., Yessit, the Special
ist would have tough picking in
Wendell, .
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Noisy Welcome Greets

Had there been another liberty bell
available in Wendell on Thursday, it
i not only would have been cracked but it
would have been split “‘clean in two’
1 for no bell would have stood the stramn
} the residents of the hill town were willing
to put on it to indicate their joy in re-
ceiving ltack to their midst their three
town fathers, Charles M. Ballou, Lewis
B. Bowen and Charles H. Jennison who
for three weeks and two days learned to
play checkers and contract bridge under
the kindly eye of Sherifi Fred Doane at
his residence, the Frankhin County jail
i Greenfield  The” three men  who
could not find Ozro D Baker and other
voting members of his farmily at their
Mormon Hollow residence on April 1,
1932 and consequently dropped them
from the Wendell voting hst, were sen-
tenced to the Greenfield institution for
this omission after considerable legal
litigation and were adapting themselves
like real Spartans to their new environ-
ment, only to be released Thursday
morning after Gov. Ely had given them a
full pardon. o news came through
‘Wednesday might but the papers didn’t
arnve until Thursday morning and as
Sheriff Doane looked out onto the dam-
pened landscape in front of the county
jail at 830 to sce many automobiles
waiting to transport triumphantly the
three men back home, he remarked that

ad never sent any one OUC iKe tha
before

Notwithstanding that Jupiter Pluvius
elected to empty his water buckets on
Thursday, the downpour didn't dampen
the ardor of the loyal supporters of the
Wendell government and at a good hour
in the morning automobiles were on the
wauy to Greenfield  As the three select-
men walked out of jail they were greeted
with a cheer which could have been

CHARLES M

BALLOIL

Wendell Selectmen|

rene s mmprad

te

fag=Naty

om0 nO ETe et N O AL

N

heard ‘round the world. They were
placed in the car of Glenn Ellis, superin-
tendent of roads and constable n
Wendell, who had & sizn on the ¢ with
the inseriptron, “‘Selectmen of Wendell.”

1 In the second car operated by Walter
Oliver and decorated w1 aRs,
the wives of the selectmen while fol]nwmg
came the school bus of Ray Clark filled
with cihizens  Otaer cars followed and
as the caravan proceed « toward Wen-
dell, cow-bells were  runy and  horns
Blown with muchgusto to Lt the wide
world know the selectmen of Wendell
Wwere agamn in the hands of friends As
the precession nearced ) rving,  other
cars from the il town joined the parade
untl there were a total of 1s Through
to Qrange went the jubilant eelebrators

.| and then back to Wendell Depot where
the triumphal entry into Wendell town
began Over the road near the Brown
residence was _hung a banner with the
mseription, “Our Seclectmen. Welcome
home,” and 1n front of other residences
at the Depot were displayed flags.
Nearly every home nad some decoration
to express the welcoming spinit and, those
who were not mn the parade went out on
verandas or in frout of the house to ex-
tend greetings to the home-comers
Fach selectman was taken to his home
and as he left the car to take up life again
wheTe he had feft it three weeks hefore,
he was given a wonderful ovation.
It was a holiday in Wendel}, at least for
180 of the 200 residents who are loyal
to the Ballou government.

L
H

s

Evening Celebration

[ Th

arranged for Thursday evening in the
town hall was called off so that the eiti-
zens of the community m\ght gather for

n eception to_the et rnmg heroes.”
If there were any doubts —

people were not nearly 100 per cent loyal
to their three veteran officials, they must
have been convinced of the fact Thurs-
day evening for despite a sour night in
which it rained intermittently, there were
approximately 400 present to make the
affair a huge success. The three select-
men must bave had tired arms the next
day for there were few periods during
(Continued on page 4)

continued

ié grange dance which had been [~

|
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NOISY WELCOME GREETS
WENDELL SELECTMEN
(Continued from page 1)
the evening when someone was not
“working them” vigorously. Soon after
8 o'clock the three men and their wives,
with the exception of Mrs. Bowen who
was unable to be present because of the
fact that she was officiating in the home
of her daughter in Hampden while the
latter was on a vacation, were escorted to
the front of the hall and there Joseph
Perry, moderator at the town meetings,
brought greetings to the selectmen and
led the assembled crowd in three hearty
cheers, A grand march was quickly

formed and as the selectmen were passed
they were extended the “nght hand of !
fellowship ' Assisting 1n the receiving
line were Winifred Wyman, master of
the grange and Mrs Wyman, Mrs. Glenfi 7
I5lhis, Dr, . A Charles and Miss Marvis |
Thompson who “subhed' for Mrs. Bow- |
en, Glenn Ilhs went to North Brook-
field, Thursday afternoon to get Dr
Charles, the “smiling dentist” who 18
almost popular enough m Wendell to
be 1ts mayor.  After the reception there
was dancing until 1 a. m. with music
by Crowl's orchestra. The party
brought to a close a rather strenuous day
for the selectmen and the townspeople
but it was an occasion which will never
be forgotten.

Well Treated in Greenfield

Messts. Ballou, Bowen and Jennison
have only words of praise for the kindly
way in_which they were treated by
Sheriff Fred Doane during their short
stay at the Franklin county institution.
Mr. Ballou gained six pounds, Mr,
Jennison four and Mr, Bowen just held
his own, neither losing nor gaining.
They had many visitors and received
many assurances of sympathy and
friendship in the form of gifts of fruit,

lcandy, cigars, cards and letters Mr.

Ballou was considerably affected by
the demonstration which was accorded
him when he returned home and could
not conceal his feelings, and the same
was true of his associates. The faces of
all were beaming, however, at the even-
ing reception. Practically everyone of
Wendell's official family was present,
including Town Clerk Elias Richardson,
Town Treasurer Mildred Glidden, Con-
stable Glenn Ellis and others. There
are only 160 voters in Wendell but 400

people were present, manyhnthe’crowd
coming from surrounding localities The
hall was artistically decorated for the
occasion and no detail was oerlooked to
make the affar a real home-coming
celebration, Particularly pleased were
the selectmen at the way in which the
townspeople had carried on during their
absence and in after years residents will
point back to this period as a splendid
example of loyalty #¢and devotion to
those chosen to carry out the dutws of
administration

I

School
starts
next week
Tuesday
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POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Republicans Nominate

Charles M. Ballou
for

County Commissioner

FOR UNEXPIRED TWO YEARS
(Short Term)

Give a small town one of the three
County Commissioners. A

RIED Public Official
RUE of 40 years’
. RUSTY geivice
who stands for
CONOMY
FFICIENCY
XPERIENCE

in Franklin County management,
as the

'AX PAYERS

AX CONSCIOUS FRIEND

VOTE FOR HIM

1934

Signed: ELIAS RIGCHARDSON
Wendell, Mass.
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MARCH 7, 1935

Famous Smoke Pi;;e Seems Doomed

The famous smoke pipe which extends
along the center of the town hall ceiling
and has been a town meetinz dividing
line for the forces under the leadership of
Charles M. Ballou, veteran selectman,
and ‘Ozro” D. Baker, arch enemy of the
present administration, is likély to dis-
t2ppeari KRA funds may be procured to
,carry out a ‘vote taken at Monday's
annual meeting when $200 was appro-
priated for the installation of a new heat-

ing system for the hall. A committee
“+romposed of T. B, lartjens, “Jr., Charles
i Ballou and Curtis 'E.” Tucker was ap-
| pointed by Moderator Joseph L. Per

to have charge. So far as Monday's
meeting was concerned, however, the 1
!stove pipe served to divide the two -
{ forces while the disposal of the 32 articles '
| was taking place. It was predicted that |
; Ozro D. Baker -would be present after a

. temporary leave of ahsence from Wen- 4
 dell's voting Iist, and he lived to

' expectations. He was the spokesman,

] cheer leader and ring master of a group
of doyal cohorts who segregated them-

| selves on the right side of the old smoke

' pipe and followed his advice 100 per
icent. They represented the response to
some active campaigning which had
been made for two weeks b Bak
‘Williafit B6Wen and A. C. S. Raymond
an Orange printer, who feels tha
Wendell should have a new.a i

I tion for obvious reasons,
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I‘HE SPRINGFIELD SUNDAY UNION AND. REPUBLIGAN,, T

SPRINGFIELD MASS.: MABCH 8, 1935°

POLITICS AT WENDELL
OF INTEREST AT ORANGE

Ballou-Baker Feud Still Very
Much Alive Desplte Court

By Our #peelal Cnmpondn
Ornge, umh 3=Tho firal Mondny
In a-mh. h used Lo mean a0
mueh 10 nu:lluli:r nil the townshipa
Ia hese rllluﬂn hefore the modern
rend In Lhinga polliical served to ad-
wulm the time for holding towa-inecls
ings 10 Fehruary, dom MHitle signif-
eniea nny marg except for the lown
of Weadoll. Thia community, which
carrica on na of yore In lis clevaled
seclusion, has not dovinied from the
cunloms of ILs founders B0 Our k6 1NO
tma of holding ila unmul moollng s
voncerned and so next Monday menna
A much (o this town as It aver did.
Torhaps that J8 one of (he reasons
why the lown l,llllll tho limelight each
Mareh, for (he troubles nnd worrles
Incklcil 1o other Lowna hnve beon
brought o o bewd action (nken. wid
Ihu excliement Incldent 1o tho smino
s Nibwlded. Kilention, T n reault,
hecomies  vonetntealsd  on Woenilolf
town more than I olherwine would,
Events which bave trnnaplred In

Mto years havo nocomsirily sided - |/

ereal, Lo wit, (he controverny hy iwo
Kroups, oho Imnlnul Isy tho veleran me-
lecumnn, Churlen 3nltou, nnd the
olher by Otra 1), Bnlt.er. The fewd b
bean drgged Lhrmugh lhn Lol wlllt
mibwegueny  publlelty  and  not ¥
With tho dispoant of these enses IM
Impression has been glven -that the
canlinkerous feeting  would  aiibalde
ol that the govermment which kad
bron beaded by Mesars Ballow, Lowks
B. Bowen and Coarles Th Jennison
woull continua unimelested, bl sich
In noL the caxe, e [Baker ta st In
narneas and Ia MIKINE his prescnce
fell n the enmpaign whivh ks loading
up o pext nnnfnra meeting.

e feet that thee 15allon reime han |

tach year petabins] the mnjority sup-
port wf the volers despite jnil mens
lengen nial the legnl vietsrden of Me
luker, mighl seem In srgun for n
rovernal of séntiment, hui the vitkons
of the town have remalned loyal 1o

e government which hox wiccoeded ||

In glving themy the kind of an admin.
Itrmtbn they wanl and keeping thn
lnx mile surprismgdy low, Mr llakers
nctlviies are nol slackening regunls
Ieme of (he sentiment shown In tha
prst Aml At wexl Monday's mecting

[Py ———————————————

will hava At least two  enndidintes
which he chooses (o have eleciod,
They are Mfred Ho Chagminn, foemer
weleetinnn, wha I agpking o plave an
Ihe boare agmin aml Mee B 12
Grew, veleran sehoal lencher, who I
n oondhlate for the sehool enmmitten,
Eftortn, IL In undemioesd, wero miada 1o
Nl thren eamllikites fur the afllee of
selecimen 1o oppaee the presanl mems
bierd, the "ol guanl™ It iull plense,
Bt Mr Uhapman Ia the only ene who
winn willing 10 throw bin hat Inin the
ring.  For [he past fow woeka Mr
aker has heen “ahont lown® cnn.
slederably Interviewing tha volers and
Ill'l‘llll thelt sipport for tho Lwo cin-

l| hl Man peedieted tha) ha will
take nn acilve parl W ihe eoming
meeting with regnnd (o actlon an the
varioun articlea and the chanees nre
ol thaL (e Iwa Rraupe Wil agaln
loenlg on each pido of the histerle
sove plpe aceanling (v (hele prefer-
éncrn, “Thls stoveplpe ghould go dawn
in the history of Wefklell nn oo of
the most pronousecd dividing lnes
which cver exivted In town pollilen
When 1t renchex the el of lix sorys

Teeabln dayn 1 shoull bo relalned A8 !

an Nistorkeal wiemlr of many hot neg-
s whicly have ablalnsd in the mus
nkelpal life of & naturally peaceful Jit-
1in tnwn.

Eling Richanison I unopposes| for
towi elerk and 1ax eallector and the
mime (a trne of Miliredl A, Glididen for
own Imulnrrr. Mr Malloit hax no

Wion In ki Ty OF RAER-
#or nor have \!tun 18 ’u\'!hm for ate
Aoy, Gleapn 0, Ellis far eonstable,
Whller U, DIIYer [oF comislery vom-
minsioner, Frank £, ik for libeary
trumiea and Danlel W, Field fop three
wittdeit,  The other unappored candl-
dnten  are  Charlen 1L Jdennlaon,
Charles A, Towls aml Fmpk X, York
far surveynra of wond, hark and nm-
ber: Bogene R Vuichinaon, Friieal
B Taylor and Cliwsn \WWyman for
field deivern amd Weank B Nallon, Nay
M. Clark and Arlhur 8. Qlidden for
fener viewers, M Emma Crew, wha
In a candidate for the schoal commit-
tow, In oppostng Joseph 1o Peery, who
peeven i moderalor of the nanmal
el IRR

59

¥




Wendell Historical Society - MA » www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

@he Ehening Gazette

WORCESTER, MASS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, -1955.

THREE WENDELL]
TOWN DFFICIALS
FREED N COURT

Selectmen and Town Clerk
- Not Guiity of Aiding Illegal
Registration of Two
Women Voters

EDITOR AND CITIZEN
HELD IN CONTEMPT

ORANGE, Sept. 7T—Associate
Justice Hartley R. Walker today
made a findihg of not pullty in the

ases mpainst three Wendell town
officials, charged with alding In the
illegal registration of two voters.

The defendanits were Selectmen
Charles M. Ballou and Lewls
Bowen and Town Clerk Ellas Rich-
ardson.

Judge Walker sald there was no
evidence against Bowen and that
the testimony against the other two
WA . iunniclem te  find them
Fullty. |

It was charged the officlals had
alded Aiss Blan:hn Riley and Mrs

Esther on to  become
voters “when lht} were not ellgible.
‘Testimony in the case was heard
Aug. 28; :

Ozro D. Baker, political oppanent
of the town officlals, was fined $25
for contempt of court, and the case
was coatinued to Tuesday for pay-
ment. Roy W. French, editor of a
weekly. newspaper. here, will be ar
r&isn!d T\:eadny for mnxnmpl. of

It ‘was charged that Baker had
writlen a letter to Justice Walker
while he was considering the case,
and called attentlon to two points
in the case that had been brought
cut in the testimony.

Editor French will be arralgned
because of an article allegedly
written by him te Influence the
eourt's = declslon, accordiog to
Charles Falrhurst, acting prosecu-
tor. The article appeared in Thurs-
day’'s Issue of the Orange Enter-
prise and Journal and called
Charles Ballou, one of the defend-
ants, “the object of another politl-
cal attack™ and sald Mr. and Mrs.
Richardson “would fgive the fm-
preasinn they are people of their

rd."”

This is the first case of contempt
in the Orange Court within the
memory of court altaches.
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OS’l - uAY GLUDES - A

Father and So n Government No
Supplants Wendell | Factional War

FATHER AND SON SELECTMEN
Charles M. Ballou, left, and his son, Frank E. Ballou, bolh of
whom are members of the Wendell Beard of Selectmen.
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S THE SPRINGFIELD UNION. SPRINGFIE

- Hope to Keep Wendell on Postal Map

2 Springficld Union Z’lxoto;

Wendell's veteran chairman of the Board of Sclectmen, Charles M. Ballou, (left) talks over the town’s €

tax difficulties with Postmaster Charles B. Lewis. Hill-town wits maintain that the post office and the{’

. Welfare Depar{ment are the only “going” concerns in the township. n
1

) continued
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In 1938 Wendell's total valuation
was $898,502. About $647,000 of this|
amount came from the dam and power
plant at Wendell Depot which was
operated by the Athol Gas & Elecetric
Co

Following the disastrous flood and
hurricance of September, 1988, which
lid much damage at MWendell Depot,
Fthe company declded to remove the
#dam and plant., Charles M. Ballou,
Hchairman of the Board of Selectmen.
#claims that this was an unexpected
; move.

1 “They didn’t inforni us that they in-
ended to take this action,” he said.
‘They said they would let us know
vhat they intended to do. Then they
tarted to install a gate, and we
#thouzht that they intended to repalr
Jgthe damage.”

“Suddenly.” he continucd, “they de-
ficided to change and the first thing we
whknew they were serapping it.  The
?ﬂfirst thing we knew of their actual
plans was what we read in the pa-
pers; they didn't tell us. They finally
came to me for a permit to blow up
the dam, hut I didn't feel too good
toward them and refused it. They did
get one, though, from the state fire
commissioncer.”

Valuation Dropping

Mr. Ballou pointed out that this
move by the company will reduce
Wendell's valuation to about a quarter
of a million, but that the loss of sev-
eral millions of feet of timber as a
result of the hurricane will bring the
valuation even lower.

“We can well use the $20,000 they're
tryving to get us In the Legislature,” he
said.

He scoffed at the recent report that
300 of the town's 400 residents depend
upen =ome government agency for
their existence. -

Figures showed that 26 persons re-
ceive old-age assistance, five of whom
are charges from other cities or the
state. About 17 men are on the WPA,
and thers are 22 weifare -cases repre--
senting 86 pecople. However, nine of
these cases, representing 30 people.
are the charges of the State or other
citles. Twenty-five men are employed
most of the year on town roads. but
there is plenty of work to keep these
men busy, Ballou declared.

This would place the number of
persons dependent upon the State or
town at between 100 and 125 instead
of 300 as stated.

. Prospeets Dark

With a majorily of Wendell's citl-
zens engaged in farming and lumber-
ing on the steep slopes overlooking
the turbulent Millers River, prospects
of improvement seem dark. Manu-
facturing interests  will hardly risk
huilding plants near the river which
has brought destruction three times
within the last few years, and the
farmlands can provide only a meager
living,

A possibility of a slight Increase In
Federal works assistance was secen
over the week end as Joseph H. Cul-
len, head of the district \WPA office,
revealed that 17 men are now em-
ploved on a fire hazard cleanup project
but that the number of projects might
be more if (he weifare load grows
rheavier. . He :‘drlerl that in past years,
when Wendell's tax rate.was mod-
crate. the town has heen given proj-
ects thet employed as many as 28 at
one time,

Independent Yankee farmers of
Wendell, angered at the thought of
Ibecoming virtual stale charges, will
take affairs into their own hands on
Moncay, therefore, and make a fina]
attempt to hold Wendell's budget to a
point where they can continue to
maintain their self-respect. Few rel-
Ish the reputation of existing upon the
hounty of the rest.of the State.
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FATHER AND SON SELECTMEN

Charles M. Ballou, left, and his son, Frank E. Ballou, both of
whom are members of the Wendell Beard of Selectmen.

continued
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Special Dispatch to the Globe
WENDELL, March 26—There are
lher and son banquels, golf {ourna-
ents, tennis matches but there is a
ther and son Government in this
Wi,

The voters at the March 7 ifown
seting not only rcelected Charles
Ballou as first Selectman for the
th time, but they also elected his
n, Frank E. Ballou to serve with
m, Now the administration sign-
ard at Wendell rcads: Ballou,
Jlou and Lewis, much -after the
‘le of city law firms.
Fhe town loses its noloriety oc-
sioned by ceaseless political con-
wersies which gained the spollight
ring the past dozen years.
Chere have been two factlons

e e e
i o e

¥

which stubbornly refused to give an
inch. Each fought relentlessly for
conirol.

Charlie Ballou and Ozro Baker
have not been too far apart during
the years their anlagonism has been
the greatest. They parted friends
while each was a member of the
Board of Sclecimen, over the choice

of a town constable. and they have
apparently come together again by
jomning forces {o defcat that same
constable.

So the house of Ballou that Baker
reconsiructed, slands onr firmer
foundations than ever before, It
is the 35lh consecutive {ime {hat
Charles M. Ballou has been eclected
a member of the Boards of Select-
men, and Welfare and the 43d time
he has been eleclied a member of
the Board of Assessors.

His son was born in Wendell 46
years ago, is married, lives in the
north part of the fown. He has
heen a Iarmer and lumber dealer,
Ie enjoys the respeet and confidence
of his fellow residents and should
{a help to his father in the admin’
ltulmn of fown bi S S

—
s

-
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1$20,000 Asked for Wendell

To Save It From Extinction

Committee On Taxation Reminded That, as Result of
Flood, Franklin County Town Lost Property Tax-

From Qur Speeinl. Reporter

Boston, March 25—Two bewlldered
seloctmen of the Ve town of Wen-
dell, W Franklin couniy, st inoa
heaving room nt the Sinte House lo-
dny nnd heard thelr community used
1o bring forcibly to the atlenllon of
the Leglahture & problem that Blds
e Lo tax the wiscagrea of thal
great nnd nuguat body hefore a so-
lutlon 18 attalned, If one cver I8,

¢ buief, the problem 1s: Shall the
siate lnke aver lowns on Lhe verge
of bankrupley, iR them s oslale
veservallons, rénibee” only  that the
twhspeaple Fun themaselvea willout
maeling any af 1hn requiremenis af
Inwes folsted upan’ them withoot thelr
cansent, and gratually cvaciale them
to other communities, and lel Lhe

once-ferilla Iand revert lo lls arlginal
wild state?

Qr: Shall a state agency ba erented
to handle these towns, absolve them
trom req of an ecducatlonnl
program, old-age nsslstance,  depens
dent ald to methers, and nll other
farms of rellel ald laws, and iry lo
lot thaom be self-sulfleient, even though
they revert: to o low level of Jife.
mirus schools, health fagilitles o
Any other of the mandales impnsed
by fald greal and august Leglsin-
ire?

State Tax Commissioner Henry I
Tong pul the prehiem right In Lhe
lnps of the commitics on |n.~¢:\l'.nu|

members and  mad problem  na
alrone as nhove onlllned. In order Lo

try te being home %o these leglsla-
lors ihe thought ihey musi cease, |
in this depressing ern, to make Iﬂwn|
ihat Impose financlal burdens  on
eommunities, or else provide a com-
miasion 1o say how far these bur-
densome lawa shall bo enforced.

able fov That Amount

#840,000 In Properly Nesiroyed
Representative Ralph C. Mahar of
Qrange, whe fled the Wendell il
that was in hearing explained Wen-
dell's plight, in urglng that 320,000
he diverted fram ihe siate’ incoma
inxes 1o help the town oul of 1he
doldruma.  He aald the tawn, preisr
I lasl  Septembens  disasier.  had
praperty of n folal valua of 867000
for nascasment purpeser.  Then the
New Enginnd Pawer nssnciantlon dnm
and pawer plant were washéd coms
pletely nway, and ihe company des
clded nal o robuiid.  That ook
$640,000 ol the tninl valation, ar 51
per cent Al taxahle property, ropre-
senting all b $230.000.0dd an which
te rolse money 1o mesl oxpenzes.
Mahar sald an identleal Wl had beep
nnased by ke Legislaturs e nid
Savey In years passsd, and  the
$20,000 would enalle (he town 10 Keep
fts tax vate nt $30, Instead of boosti-
Ing It o $106, which the tewnspeeple
could not passibly pay.
Saleclman Charles Ballew cchaed
hls statements, and then Selectman
Arthur Lewls went before the com-
mittee. He sald the tewn has only
207 reglsieved voters, vei there are
nppraximately 380 on relief. The ap.
nraximalely 100 mplo reglslered vol-
| ers work aul their inxes on the roads
(or on other town work, he anid, and
nll vealdents nee working en same
el of government work, as there
la ahsolulely no business in the lown.
Tho stale has iaken @000 of ihe
town's tolal nf about 20,000 acres,
Hepresentative Artlie Lo Mahan
ol Leominater, of ihe committon,
soemed lo have sindled the Wendell
situation and, armed with {swn re-
poria and ather dats, he hegan an
exnminalion of Lawis, He noted that
from 1900 1o 1936, the lown's munie.
Ipal  approprlations  advaneed  §1.96
per cent amd nsked why theso ean-
not be eut.  Lewls replied they had
Been eut—that this year's budget s
$26,000 as ngainst $33,000 last year
Mahan noled that sl vear $26,956.00
wna ralsed by inxatlon and the alate
reimbursed  nhout $22.000,

Honseetennlng Sngpested

It lnoks as thangh you [ellows
onght to go back home and do mome
housecleaning,” =ald Mahan, as Lewis
hesltated in answeting some of Ma-
han's fgures. Mowever, Lewis snid
he aupposed the schesl costs could
he el by ellminating  the  schedl
docior, schoel nurse and  Einging
feacher, bl that wonld nmount to
only 2600, The schaol population of
ihe town he gave as 90, Lawis said
there was un Ineome  {rom  fown
peaperties, meaning  properties  1he
1awn has faken aver, He admitted,
when questivaed, [hat he lives on the)
soualled Hudson preperly, but pays|
no FeRL o1 LaxeR 10 the town, making |
It up In new buildings he has put |
up The propeety was obialned by
the tswn when a bank foreclosed on
an §500 movigage om il and then
1he town assumed the properly with
the morigage. Droperty was valued
at $20800 on lown books,

Mahan then rend from the 104
town report showing $330 as  the
highest Agure given & welfare re-
cipieat, and then from the 1338 re-
port, shewing one ease wherg $S12
was paid ane veeiplent,  Lewis diin't
Tnow whether the reciplent did WPA
woirk, or whelher any of his family
dig, e Mahan thenght at least one
did, and advised Lewis tn check on
thia velief ense, and sierighien it out,
He 1ol Lewis the town olfigials wern
ton promnture Inoappealing 10 the
Leglslnture, Tewls sald the tewn has
n baince of 85300 today and o debt,
Mahan wanted 16 know why borpws
Ing vould nat be mate Inoantieip-
tpn of taxer, but Lewls doubled
mich could be obinined  with the
town eredit ax U s He admitted
possibly  $10,000 might be ohiained,
He sald the town fecks no chapier
9 approprintions, but musl have
chapter §L ald, as the slate lrucks
wont over 18 dirt voads fn connec-

fion with repate work and lelt them
i lough shape. |

continued
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Tong Defonids Tawn

Tax Commisslones Long rushed to
the 1awn's defense.  He 10ld the com-
mitien there are twa Rinds ol munle-
Ipalities i Massachusetts 1hat are
going 1o need legislative allention
aid the question 1 whether a de-
sable sotup fer eontrol b 10 e
created, or the iowns given alaie
waney 1o apend.  This, he sald, musl
B delermined by the Legisliure and
ahould he determined ihis yeéar, a3
the Lexislature will nel meel again
unill 191, The mere fael  thal
Wendell is In dlsiress indieated 1o
Laong, he said, (hat the Legislature
‘must take gare of s ehildren be.
tore all fundAs and eredil are ex-
hausied”  The nuestion should be
considernd carefnlly. he warned, be-
cause Wendell (8 anly an esample
of many auch cammunilies,

‘rhe Legisiature conld refuge this
sare af financial ald, Long gontinued,
and then Wendell gould refuss fn
Jave any activitiea; could stop all
sehonls, welfare, road byiiding, ele.
Then the compoawealth could siep
in and iry Lo enfaiee the laws the
Tegialnture hox Infilcted an (he tawn.
Rut the fawi ks ne nssets and nlii-
mately musl gn to (e wr Thnt
wonld leave twe alternatives=—zive
paris of the lewn 8 other coms
mupllles as was done with Dana,
Gresnwiel, Enfleld and Preseoll, fic-
ing flonding, er o the town et

e eited Miivilie ag an example
af what ean happen 1o Wendell,
Millellle, hie sald, procecded o ex-
hauat itself, using all ol s fmls
nnd eralit, smploving school tenchers
for 1§ months without pay, m:dl Fitti-
ning up T 0. Vs with 1he husiness-
mer, until it had §72,000 In unpald
Wills, ‘The Legislature tonk cnmtrel
anil orered these bills paid,  That,
sald  Long, 18 A slwation which
alouldn’t e allowed 1o deveiop agaii.
As the Leglslniure won't meel nest
vear, sama netlon will e io
laken 1n ald sneh towna as Wendell

Clies Malne's Example

Maine, Long explained, ag taken
over such communities and disre-
aarled roquirements o stale law,
Then il has lol (he eonmmity fme.
finn Qanlf, ns @ qlallers’ aren.
Muhan interiupied ta sy e unier.
sinad Long's ldea was anl 10 require
this communliy la canteibuie excent
for i3 own seppeel and vun itsell
as host it conld, expending not more

§600 per capita value. Long said
that was the iden. He had a strong
fecling, he mtated, that thesc com-
munities are entided 1o lexishtive
Asslstnnce, hecouse  ledislntion e
quires certaln (hings of the town,
sueh s edueatfon anid road-building,
publie weltars and ald-a
The Legisinture didn ¢ s
of, (his tepe IF they could meet this
expense; it simply foreed 1L wpon
them by leglslutlve enactment, There
In no way the state can foree sueh
lowns o provide for such services,
sald Long, and furthermore, the towns
neutinllze these requiremenis hy have
Ing male resldents yo work out their
bills on the highways

Bavey, Long continued, has taken
siele money and indulzed in some
exlravegances of its own, This il
lustiales how some siaee auihority
musl 1ake awny from these towns|
e requirements ihat they are m.‘
capable of meting. ¥ this isn't done, |
Wendell will apend all the money it
can ralse or harrow and gel as [ar
hexond that as possible, 1y i belier |
for the Loglslature to pick wp while
there is sl a Nule morle left, than
o walt until 1t 15 destreoyed enilrely.
He suld ihere are nther towns in
e, mentlaning Weymenth as
b are entively dependent upwn

I Weadell's prasent poshion.

Wit until all erediy is destroved |
and debts have piled wp nnd then
comes another Millville, sald the com-
missloner. Millville, he explained, pald
itx debls, under Lhe siale commission,
conlinued s wellare  velief  and
schogls, even to glving children a
high-school cducation. He did mot
want another flaste of that kind.
Rents are eul Lo 4 minimum on basls
of sueh an aet as Millville's. He would
mwefer 1o sen Wendell ¢ut 1o the bare
neeossitios, perhaps $10,000 a vear,
hut he warned, that means there
will be ne schnols, voad-huilding, and

than $13,000 n year, an A hasls of &

The like, Yot this is the ong way aut,
Tho pawer company pajd the (own
$20000 in taxes, he aabd

“Thers I8 need 1a &l up ah agency
ihal this lown can flap inte when it
gela p agalnsy " ha stated, speak
ing also ol other towns in like sltua-
tion.

Lang then offered another solution;
namely, 1o et such communities live
an counly contributlons, Let Worcess
1or eounty ke over Millville and
Franklin cousty {ake over Wendell,
an] make ihéir supporl a counly
problem,

Senator  Nicholson  daglared that
U8l ay long a8 we have n government
at Washinglon ihat Js educating the
peaple thae “We owe them n living,
Juse s Jong will the people il back
and tako what comes 1n ke He
ealdn't wdorstand b peaple can
iy 1his when there is work o bhe
fanne If one looks for i Long de.
clurel the average  Yankeo  wanlg
wark, but ane eannnt find work un-
loss hie goes ont anid Inoks for il

"We ean fake over the whale lawn
ax 4 safe roservalion,” he sald, “and
gradually yemove fhe peaple et
where as wark {8 found for them.”
Answerlng o nuerlion, Long  said
there 15 no markel for greess produs
tion, and that daes nel permit 1hem
in meel renquirements of Alate laws
| anl attondAit expenses,

Senator James A, Gunn af Torners
| Falle and the Franklin County eom-
missioners were veenrded for (he Dill
Iie Representative Mahar, He 1ead 4
Ielter from  Chairman Samuel U,
Stroater of the commissioners eaying
something will have to be dong 1o
nld, the comwunity or the staw will
hiave g take it over,

None appeared in opposilion 1o the
120000 eontribution proposal, which,
incidentally, would cantinue 1o be an
annual pavent by the commens
wealth i the bill heeame I,
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Wendell to Fight Specter- e |

. Of Ruin at

Session Today |

Citizens, Facing $100 Tax:Rate, Will Swing

Ax on Budget at

Town Meeting

I

WENDELL, April 2—Facing a $100 tax rate unless 1939‘
town expenditures are cut drastically under those of previousl
Years, residents of this-tiny hill town will flock to town meet- |
ing Monday afternoon with the specter of ruin as an unwelcome !

guest at the proceedings.

Although tbwn officials were in-
clined to blame the sudden loss of
Athol Gas & Electric Co. power plant
revenues for the financial plight of
the town which sees necarly three
quarters of its total valuation lost, a
few  townspeople guardedly agreed
that a top-heavy welfare and' town
pay-roll burden were also playing
their part..

86 Get Relief

Despite state and: IFederal aid, 86

persons receive direct relief, out of the |.

total of 400 inhabitants. Schools re-
quire a large bit of the town's appro-
priation total and highway work, with
25 men said to be employed through-
out the year, is also most expensive
to a town of this size.

Scene for many years of one of the
most bitter political feuds in the state,
with the Baker-ites and the Ballou-
ites seated on opposite sides of the
Town Hall stovepipe and heatedly op-
posing any suggestion of the rival
faction, Wendell now is faced with
the prospect of bhecoming a slate
“ward.” There must bhe direct state
assistance or the tax rate may force
inhabitants to give up their holdings
in despair, townspeople admit.

Town Once Wealthy

About 150 years ago, Wendell hoast-
ed a population of 1500, husiness was
good. Its residents were generally well-
to-do, and when people from other
towns wanted to borrow moncy they
camd here.

_ Today Wendell has 400 residents

i

and prospects are dismal. However, |
despite their financial straits, 300 of
the 400 residents are mot dependent
upon some Federal agency, as recently
reported. z
Several events in the last few years
have sent the tax rate steadily up-
ward, the climax of which was the de-
cision of the Athol Gas & Electric Co.
to remove the dam and power plant
at Wendell Depot, reducing the valu-

(Continued on, Twelfth Page)

69




Wendell Historical Society - MA « www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

Dl AR

1959

?RINGFIELD, MASS.,

TUESDAY, APRIL 4l

Wendell Hacks at Budwea,
Levy of Only $40 Seen if
State Aids With

sriated by

Crucial Town Meeting Passes Smoothly, With
Total of $12,215 Cut From 1938 Figures;
Ballou Hints Attempt to Bar State Help

WENDELL, April 83—A total of $20,214.50 was

i

appro-
taxation and $8680 from free cash in shortly more

;han one hour as this town held its delayed town meeting this

ifternoon in the

This is a reductlon of $12915.50
rom the total amount appropriated by
axation last vear.

Iree of Controversies

With veteran Charles M. Ballou as

10derator, the meeting was surpris-

ingly free of verbal coniroversics and
was well attended. One town meeting
goer, coming to the meeting from
work, had his ax in hand but joking-

v agreed t}nt he, had better park it
J_Lu»—he—ewzedwm__~ e -
“Thi ‘meeting was important in that
hig' town  fuced:a “3100° tax rate dne
o the loss of ‘approximately $647,000
valiation by the removal of the dam

Town Ilall.

i

l

md power plant at Wendell Depot”

'y the Albol Gas and Eleetric Com-
any, Appropriations have heen cul
o the bhone and officials were con-
fident foday that the town will re-
clve state aid.

Selectman Arthur B. Lewis said

hat with the reduced budget, and:

wrovided the Legislature approves a
‘roposal to grant the town $20,000
id, the tax levy would bhe $40 on
-ach $1000 valuation, §10 more than
ast year.

At varlous intervals both Chairman
sallou and Selectman Lewis assailed
‘some good citizen” who they charged
1as been to Boston in an attempt to
lock flnanclal aid from the State.

Said' Lewis, “some good citizen or
sroup of citizens has worked hard to
dll our chances of state financial aid.
yow, we couldn’t carry on without
tate aid. Why, the money cxpended)
or schools alone would glve us a’
14 to $46 tax rate. At this time it/
cems bad for anyone who has the)
.00d of the town at heaxt to buck
he bill. We need help and I think
vell get enough to get back on our1
eet, again
behl Town Report Marked

Sald*Ballou, “When we went down,
n the Legislature in Boston recently,
hey had a Wendell town report Ilnt
vas»mayked in spots.so that certain
nuestionsc could be divected at us. It
ks, 10 me like someone went down
her¢ and tried to throw a monkey .
vrench info the machinery.”

There was some debate over Article
3 which asked $230 for the pa\ment
f the school norse.

continued
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1 ;7 1. Town Report Marked

Sald *Ballou, “When we went down,
n the Legislature in Boston recently;
hey had a Wendell town veport that
vas ymayked in spots.so that certaln
niesthonss could "be directed at us. It
»kd’to me like someone went down
heré and tried to throw a monkey
vrench into the machinery.”

There was some debate over Article
3 which asked $230 for the payment
f the school nurse.

Selectman Frank Ballou moved that
the article he excluded and the mo-
tion was quickly scconded. However, .
Mrs. Florence Lockwood thought that
“we ought to have a nurse for we
really should keep our children in good
‘condition.” 1

She was told by Selectman Ifrank .
‘Ballou that this action did not re- .
move the nurse, but that it did away
with the neced for $250 and that the '
.nurse’s salary would come from the '
‘schnol appropriation. ]
' Siding with Mrs. X.ockwood, Su-.
perintendent of Schools Edmund R.
Sawyer said, “It is worth $250 to have
2 nurse on call all the time, and by’
(using the moncy from the scliool ap-
ipropriation ather scholastic sacrifices
lwil] be necessary.” :

“Don’t Need a Nurse”
i “We don’t nced a nurse,” bluntly,
‘asserted William Bowen from the rear'
of the hall. !
. Sawyer asked Bowen if he didn't:
want to eliminate the school physician, '

00. f :
' “YWhat is his salary,” Bowen asked. |

“Forty dollars,” answered Sawyer,

“Well.” Bowen pointed out, “that's!
better than $250." :

Sawyer asserted, however, that thej
ltown should have a school nurse. “If
lthere's any town that nceds a school
nurse it's Wendell” he said, {

At this juncture the veteran Bal-
Jou interrupted to briefly outline why
he thought the -article should be ex-'
cluded. ;

It was excluded.

It was pointed out by officials that
.appropriations of $£83500 from free cash
'were included in order to keep as
Jow  as possible the amount to bhe
iraised by taxation. The town treasur-
fer said that bills amounting to $8500
iwill be sent out shortly by the town.
i The appropriations follow:

Appropriations Listed

Miscellancous,. $1300; old-age assist-
ance, $1600 by taxation and §2500
from free cash; schools, including vo-
! cational tuition, $7000 by taxation and
$3000 from free cash; gnow and sand-
fng department, $1000; firec depart-
ment, $100; maintenance of highways, |
. $1920; soldiers' relief, $100; inlerest
.on notes, §25; salaries and expenses
“of town officials, $1250; state im-
*proved road, $2000; Memorial Day,
_$25; bond for town officers, §67.50;
workmen’s insurance compensation,
1 $472; collection of taxes, $259; lights
“at Wendell Depot, $35.
. The $5 appropriated for the light
yat Wendell: Depot will pay the cur-
rent bill, it was explained, and no
further need was seen for having
. one light there at a cost of $100. Trec
Jwarden, $59; contingency fund. §500;
suppression of moths, $100; posts and
s railings, $100; resurfacing, $1000;
C‘bridges, $300; Federal or government
projects, $300: cemeteries, $25: WPA
lback bills, $180 from free cash.

. No action was taken concerning the
siannualy—.old - home,  _day. -celebration.
funds, - This event has been one of
sithe high spots of-the year here. {
{ “We have beén through our arti-
I'cles” sald Chairman Ballou at the
close of the meeting, “and you have
‘'all .behaved as well as you did at:
; our other meeting. I want to thank |
-tyou”
* x While Selectman Lewis was address-
ng some concluding rematks to the
t kathering the question of the Cora
1 Hudson property, one of scveral the
s Selectmen were authorized to sell for
c back taxes, came up.
- *“I didn't know the Hudson property
0 had heen purchased. Who bought (g
L. psked William Bowen.

r“,\r_v wife,” answered Sclectman
" Lewis.
/ “What was the price?”’ insisted Bow-

en.
“One thousand dollars,” retorted
Lewis.
#I {hought that public property must
he snld at public auction,” offered
Mrs. Lockwood.
Chairman Eallou pointed out fhat

the Selectmen had been authorized to
xell the property for whalever price
they could get. ¥
The mecting was then enthusiasti-
gally adjourned.
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'The.abovc trio was an important one at yvesterday's town meeting in Wendell for [rom this point came
motions, explanations and arguments. They are, Jeft to ht. Selectmen Arthur Lewis and Frank Bal-
lou and Town Treasurer Mildred Glidden. B
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One Ballot Advantage %3/,
= "Verified At Wendell

Recount Produces No C];anges At Hill Town—Ba“o_u,
Ballou A,nd” Lewis To Carry On

«

Selectman Charles M. Ballou and son, Selectman Frank Ballou,
continue to Hold Balance of Power in Wendell.
continued
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One must give credit to the accur |
acy of the ballot clerks in Wendell
| town! Saturday afternoon’s recount!
lof balléts cast on March 3d . for
' selectman and welfare board revealed
no change from the original count.
Charles M. Ballou retains his one
“point” margin for selectman over
Avery H. Harrington, the vote stand-
irig 69 to 68 and Mr. Harrington is out

l in front on the welfare board vote 80
! to 77, a difference if our arithmetic is
I right of three votes. The recount was
"made Saturday afternoon at 2 o’clock
in the town hall with ' Moderator
Arthur Lewis serving as ‘‘master of
ceremonies.” In attendance, were the

board of registrars—Charles M. Bal-

lou, ¥rank Ballou, Arthur Lewis and
Town Clerk Marion Whitney who
made the count. Also present were
Mrs. Eunice Marcey, representing
Mr. Harrington and George W. Gore
who was also a candidate for select-
man. The work required approximate-
ly one hour.

And so the board of selectmen will
function the next three years with
Charles M. Ballou as a member. His
son Frank Ballou has two more years
to go and the third member, Arthur!
Lewis will have another year. The
balance of power will remain with
probably the only father and son|
combination on the selectmen’s job‘

in the state for two more years at
least. Wendell will continue to do
business during 1941 without any
change in the wording of the ad-
ministration sign:—Ballou, Ballou
and Lewis. The elder Ballou who was
74 in January and who is gradually
recovering from a serious operation
admits that this last election was the
closest call he ever had and ‘‘under-
stands some of his friends went back
on him.” But Charlie Ballou takes
things in stride and doesn’t get unduly
excited whether he is riding along on
the crest of popularity or battling to
retain a place in the sun. He has seen .‘
s0 many elections come and go, been |
through so many political struggles
and noted so many changes in atti-
tudes that he knows a man in public
office must expect his ups and downs.
Reference to the records indicates
that at the completion of the present
term he will have served the town of
Wendell as selectman for a period of
40 years. He was first elected in 1904.
Mr. Ballou has been an assessor 42
years and at the completion of the
present term will have served 45
years. He was first elected to this
office in 1899. There are few if any
town officials in the state who have
served a community consecutively
any more years than Mr. Ballou.
Like all who have been in public
office he has had to stand his share of
criticism but in all these years he
has never shown a vindictive spirit.
Friends have become enemies and in
turn have become friends again.
There has never been a closer contest
than this one in his long career but he
has taken the verdict of the voters
philosophically and realizes his obliga-
tions. Charlie Ballou is indeed the

good natured warrior of all time.

¥
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THE SPRINGFIELD DAILY REPUBLICAN,

SPRINGFIELD, 3ASS.: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1042

e
'SELECTMAN BALLOU'S
. HOME1S DESTROYED

Woendell, e, 5Tl home  6f
PEelectmen wnd Mes Clarles Ballou wias
Piiried 1 the gromid kst nlehi, #vi-
dently e pesult of 4 climaer Hee

which sinrded alwoat 3 o'vlockl o 1ibe
sfterboan., A eall wan gent In Orange
fur :l'nlp amd o lrivk wois 20E1D W

Tt Bt wirs ton Lite fa de e 1o
s the Wadn amd ot eithaiblines

"Ene Mrnituee wirs goved from Yhe )
livor part of the houss,  Fverything |
wpstaien.  war lost, Mog Dallow Tt

all e elithes eXeopt what she was |
Swearing, There waz aosmwall dusurs |
amire oan Uie Jestse il noane o they
furniture, !

Thie fre was g Taeidsg b pid
wight.  Fat all thal pemeined of wne
al he nicest places fafown Wi Lhe |
chimmeva, It s estimmted flan the |

hamgass was ot 100 & ol N
End Alrs Ballen wenl 4 -l of |
th v Feank Mallai, whe l§ves |

il away. |

il 1y
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Enlerprise=Journal

With a local circulation three times greater than any other newspaper

ORANGE, MASS. “THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 1046

Charles M Ballou
Dies at G reenfleld
‘Hospital -

P o
|- PROMINENT WENDELL |

CITIZEN LONG A TOWN
OFFIGIAL

Well-Known “Fhroughout Frapk-
lin County )

Charles Martin Ballou, 79, holder
of more municipal offices for probably
more years than any other town offi-
cial in Western Massachuretts, died
in the Franklin County hospital,
Greenfield;, Friday evening -at 9:30
o’clock. He had been ailing for the
past two years and for the past six
months had been confined to hijs

Chiarles M. Ballou

Wendell home. His condition be-

eame so serious last week that on

Tuesday he was taken to the hospital.

Four yoars Jgﬂ he underwent a qm{c
anl never

——

R T Taiw T

T @

be about the enmmunity in which he
was born and had always lived. He
had the unusual record of having]
served the town of Wendell as select-
man for 40 years and during that per-
iod was chairman of the board for 85
vears. Incidentally he served in ev-

tion of town clerk and treasurer. Long
service was given as an assessor, mem-
ber of the boanl .of welfare and li-
brary trustee. He had held every
office in Wendell grange and was mas-

his normal strength but was able to [

Tery office of the town with theexcep=T|

| "W

ter of the urganiutign for & number of

TP ST T e

—Charles M. Ballou
Continued from page 1
years. He was a seventh degree
member, chairman of the old home
day committee for years and in many
ways served his community in re-

| sponsible assignments.
Mr. Ballou was very much a native

.| son “he was born in the present home

of Selectman and Mrs. Glenn Ellis,
the son of Stephen and Josephine M.
Beach Ballou, the latter a native of
Wendell. He was one of three chil-
rlr:\v a brather William who died re-
u‘ntl‘y and a =ister, Anna who died
‘outh.  Mr. Ballou grew up in
Iy homestead but about 25
vears afo he went to live at the so-
called Cushman place which he pur-
chased. This was on the Wendell
| Depot road and was one of the finest
farm residences in the aren. It was
origmally the home of Dr. Andrews
whao attended to the medical needs of
people in Wendell and ~iinity for
many ‘years. [Later the Cushmans
lived there and improved the place
considerably, One of the tragedies of
Mr. Ballou's life oceurred three years
ago when the house was completely
destroyed by fire. Mr. and Mrs.
Ballou resided for a time on their
| small farm nearby and later moved to
their present home in Wendell Cen-
ter, just a stone’s throw from the
Ballou homestead. There he spent
the remaining yearsof his life but fre—
quently he would"go to the ruins of
the Cushman place and live over in
his mind the pleasant years which
were spent there,

Mr, Ballou was married to Laura
M. Brown of Stafford Springs, Ct.,
56 years ago the 11th of next Septem-
ber in Orange. Mrs. Ballou has been
a constant and devoted helpmate
; through the years and the home life of
the eouple has been an inspiration to
\uthar: He leaves besides his wife,
Jone son, Frank Ballou who has also
Thren a member of Wendell's official
. family: on ‘e grandson, Robert E. Bal-
‘lou*and three great grandehildren,
Roberta, Linda and Marguerite Bal-
lou  The funeral was held Tucesday
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Charles Martin Ballou

1867-1946

Name
Charles Martin Ballou

Birth

19 January 1867

Wendell, Franklin, Massachusetts, United
States

Burial

1946

Wendell Center Cemetery, Wendell,
Franklin, Massachusetts, United States of
America

Sex
Male

Death
1 March 1946

Greenfield, Franklin, Massachusetts, United

States

S e

Ve b
e

77



Wendell Historical Society - MA » www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

T ¥

s [k

WEeNDELL HisTORICAL SOCIETY
WENDELL, MASSACHUSETTS

Box 941 WeNDELL, MA 01379
413-768-9857

We hope you enjoyed this work and will spread the word about
it. This keeps Wendell’s history alive!

To help cover the production costs, we recommend a donation
of only $3.00 It only takes one minute. Please click the link

below and thank you!
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/ee978ed7-d7fc-4027-9£09-179f17bbd 606

The Wendell Historical Society has partnered with Zeffy, a no-fee payment processing
system that delivers 100% of all donations to the WHS.
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zeffy =
The Wendell Historical Society is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
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