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Wallace M. Goldsmith, born in 1856 in Medford, Massachusetts,
was the son of David and Helen Field Goldsmith. He was the
brother of Harry Goldsmith and Eva Goldsmith Fleming. Around
the age of 19, Goldsmith started performing in traveling minstrel
shows, medicine shows and vaudeville using the stage name
Wallace Goldie. He played banjo, flute, piccolo clarinet and
mandolin and was often featured as an “end man,” a performer
on the bones or tambourine. In 1905 Goldsmith married Cora
Gould who was 24 years his junior. She joined him on the road
but the constant travel and poor living conditions - tents and
wagons - proved to be too much. Cora sued for divorce in 1908
on the grounds of cruelty and neglect. Goldsmith never married
again.

After a few more years of touring Canada and the northeast
United States, Goldsmith settled in Wendell Depot,
Massachusetts to be near his brother Harry who lived in Orange,
Massachusetts and his sister Eva who lived in Wendell Center
with her husband George Fleming. Goldsmith opened a barber
shop and occasionally performed in the area. In December of
1929, Goldsmith purchased a small tract of land from T.S. Mann
in Wendell Depot where he built a home with an extension for his
barber shop. He was 73 years old. He moved into his new
location in late October, 1930. Decades later that building would
become the Wendell Depot store and post office. In July of
1931, the New Era Dance Hall, directly across the road from
Goldsmith’s residence and business, was destroyed by fire.

For the next several years, Wallace “Goldie” Goldsmith enjoyed
his new home and business, entertaining customers with stories
from “the good old days.” In April of 1935, he was attacked by
an intruder looking for money and was severely beaten.
Goldsmith never really recovered and died in October of 1939.

2

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

3



4

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



5

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



6

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



7

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



8

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



9

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



10

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



11

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



12

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



13

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



14

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



15

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



16

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



17

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



18

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



19

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



20

Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

21



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

22



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

23



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

24



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

25



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

26



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

27



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

28



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

29



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

30



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

31



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

32



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

33



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

34



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

35



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

36



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

37



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

38



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

39



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

40



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

41



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

42



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

43



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

44



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

45



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

46



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

47



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

48



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

49



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

50



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

51



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

52



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

53



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

54



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

55



Wendell Historical Society - MA • www.wendellhistoricalsociety.org

56


