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HE town of Wendell was incorpor-

ated May 8, 1781, approximately

20 years after the first settlers had
come to this sightly locality to eke out a
livelihood as other sturdy men and
women had succeeded in doing at War-
wick, Northfield and Shutesbury in the
more immediate vicinity and in the
Deerfields, Hadley, Sunderland and
other communities along the Connecti-
cut river. They belonged to the Pil-
grims who originated mostly in England
and Scotland, many bearing the names
of those who first landed at Plymouth.
Of the first inhabitants of Wendell the
greater number came directly from
Middlesex and Worcester counties, in-
cluding the towns of Lancaster, Sterling,

part of Wendell. From the direction
of Montague on the west, only five or
six families had entered the present terri-
tory of Wendell, even so late as 1795.
The southern part of Wendell was for
20 years within the corporate limits of
Shutesbury and a large proportion of
the town officers of Shutesbury were
from the ‘“North End,” the meetings
being held occasionally near Locke’s
pond. The services of the parish minis-
ter were sometimes claimed by this part
of the peoplea portion of the time. Upon
the incorporation of Wendell in 1781, a
town meeting was held at the house of
Jonathan Osgood, where the parish and
town meetings were held for the most
part until 1783. Deacon Osgood was

Congregational Church erected in 1846 Replacing
Original Church built in 1783.

Westminster, Leominster and Lexington.

ORIGINAL TERRITORY AND FIRST TOWN
OFFICERS

Wendell was originally composed of a
tract taken from the north part of
Shutesbury and that part of Ervingshire,
so-called, which lay south of Millers
river. In 1803, on February 28, a tract
known as ‘“Benjamin Hill Gore” and a
strip, one mile wide, from Montague,
were added. The first settlement was
made as early as 1754 in the north part
by Thomas Osgood and others. The
next settlement was made from the di-
rection and in what was the town of
Shutesbury, the northern line of which
town was originally along the central

chosen moderator, and James Ross,
clerk; Lot Paine, John Ross and Samuel
Denny were chosen selectmen, and
Nathan Brewer and John Wetherbee
became tything-men.

FIrST RELIGIOUS SOCIETY AND CHURCH

A Congregational church society was
organized November 30, 1774, and here
Rev. Abraham Hill of Shutesbury, -
preached, being paid for his services in
proportion to the amount of taxes the
residents of the town paid. The parish-
ioners became greatly dissatisfied with
Rev. Hill because of his Toryism and for
a time withheld supplies. During the
year 1781, provision was made for build-
ing a meeting house and this was com-







